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THETHE  CALLINGCALLING  OFOF  ABRAM,ABRAM,  ANDAND  HISHIS  ARRIVALARRIVAL  ININ  CANAANCANAAN

   INTRODUCTION   

A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE TEXT
Now that God has revealed how He

will develop a holy nation, into which
“the Seed of the woman” will be born,
and in which He will be nurtured to

adulthood, our attention is turned to the
calling of the one through whom His
purpose will be brought to the birth of the
coming Messiah. This will include the
preparation of a nation that be the

custodian of His Law. The prophets will
come from them, giving increasing
revelation of the nature and coming of
the Savior, and the nature of the
salvation that will be wrought by Him.

TRANSLATION LEGEND: ABP=Apostolic Bible Polygiot m(1992); ALT=Analytical-Literal Translation (2005), AMPLIFIED
=Amplified Bible (1965), ABP=Apostolic Bible Polygot with Greek Interlinear (2003); ASV=American Standard Version (1901),
BBE=Bible in Basic English (1949), CEV=Contemporary English Version (1995); DRA=Douay-Rheims (1899), ERV =English Revised
Version (1885),  ESV=English Stand Version (2001), GENEVA=Geneva Bible (1599), GNB=Good News (1966), GWN=God’s Word
(1995), IE= International English (1973), ISV=International Standard Version (1967), JPS=Jewish Publication Society (1917), KJV=King
James Version (1611), L.ITV= Literal Translation of the Bible (1976), LIVING=Living Bible (1971), MESSAGE=The Message (1993),
MKJV= Modern KJV (1962), MONTGOMERY=Montgomery’s New Testament (2001), MRD=Peshitta-James Murdock Translation
(1852), NAB=New American Bible (2002), NASB=New American Standard Bible (1977), NAU=New American Standard Bible (1995), 
NIB=New International Bible, NIV=New International Version (1984), NJB=New Jerusalem Bible (1985), NKJV=New King James
Version (1979), NLT=New Living Translation (1996), NRSV=New Revised Standard Version (1989), PHILLIPS=J B Phillips New
Testament (1962), PNT=Bishop’s New Testament (1595), RSV=Revised Standard Version (1952), TNK=JPS Tanakj (1985),
WEB=Webster Bible (1833),WEYMOUTH=Weymouth’s New Testament (1903), WILLIAMS=William’s New Testament (1937),
TYNDALE=Tyndale’s Bible (1526), WYCLIFFE=Wycliffe New Testament (1382), YLT =Young’s Literal Translation (1862). 

---------- GREEK LEXICON LEGEND  ----------- 
LEXICON LEGEND:  FRIEBERG = Friberg Lexicon, UBS = UBS Lexicon, LOUW-NIDA = Louw-Nida Lexicon, LIDDELL SCOTT =
Liddell Scott Lexicon, THAYER = Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, LEH = LEH Lexicon, GINGRICH = Gingrich Lexicon

Lesson Number 19

The Book of Genesis

A MINISTRY INITIATED IN
MAY 1993, AND DEDICATED
TO STRENGTHENING THOSE
WHO ARE IN CHRIST, BY
BUILDING THEIR FAITH,
ENHANCING THEIR JOY, AND
STABILIZING THEIR HOPE, 
ENABLING THEM TO WORK
OUT THEIR SALVATION WITH
FEAR AND TREMBLING.

THE INSPIRED RECORD OF
THE BEGINNING OF ALL
THINGS: THE HEAVENS AND
THE EARTH, MANKIND, SIN,
THE FIRST CHOSEN AND
BLESSED NATION, THE FIRST
CURSE, THE FIRST PROMISE,
AND THE FIRST FAITH.

DISCLAIMER: The quoting of other translations is not to be taken as a condoning of them. My purpose is rather to show the remarkable diversity, and sometimes outright
contradictions that exist among these various versions of Scripture. Our understanding of the Word of God ultimately depends upon our comprehension of the Lord
Himself and His eternal purpose. Where this understanding is not present, we are shut up to scholasticism and conjecture, both of which are of the world, not of God.

Gen 12:1 “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy
father's house, unto a land that I will show thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee,
and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him
that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.  4 So Abram departed, as the LORD had
spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of
Haran.  5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had
gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and
into the land of Canaan they came.  6  And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the
plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land.  7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto
thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him.  8 And he
removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west,
and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the name of the LORD.  9 And
Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south.” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (Genesis 12:1-9)
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THESE
THINGS

Enough cannot be made of this,
because much is revealed of the Divine
nature in these preparations. The Messiah
would not be sent into a heathen culture,
but into one that would have Scripture
and ordinances in which the character of
the incarnate Word could be developed.
When the Word divested Himself of the
prerogatives of Deity, and entered the
world as a helpless infant, due
preparations were made for that
entrance. God would choose a just man 
and a pure and virtuous woman to raise
His Son. Both would come from a nation
that had been cultured in the ways of
God. When Jesus was twelve years old,
there was a Temple complex to enter,
and astute teachers of the Law to whom
questions could be asked and holy
discussion held. This could not have
happened in Rome, or Nineveh, or
Athens, or Alexandria, or any other great
cities of the world.

Also, when the New Covenant was
inaugurated, and an explanation of the
working of the Lord given, a people
would hear the message who had been
introduced to the promises of God. They

would be able to recognize the hand of
the Lord, being made familiar with His
ways by the Scriptures, which were
prominent in their gatherings.

In this text we will find that God
even prepared a special land for His
people – one that would be set aside for
holy orientation.

THE NATURE OF GOD ACCENTED
This accents the nature of God to

prepare men for what he is going to do.
He prepared Adam to receive a wife (Gen
2:18-20). Through Enoch He forewarned
the world of the coming judgment of the
flood (Jude 1:14-15). He prepared Noah
for the coming flood (Gen 6:13-13).

Why This Must Be Seen
Today we are faced with a

professing church that is not prepared to
face the Lord on day of judgment, or be
presented to Christ as a bride – a church
without spot or wrinkle, or any such
thing (Eph 5:27). This circumstance
contradicts everything that has been
made known about the Lord. It negates
what has been revealed about His
salvation, which effectively orients His
people for “the world to come.” This is
done by:

( Re-creating them in Christ Jesus (2
Cor 5:17; Eph 2:10).

( Giving them His Holy Spirit (Gal 4:6).

( Giving them a new heart and a new
spirit (Ezek 36:26).

( Through the Holy Spirit changing

them from one increasing stage of
glory to another (2 Cor 3:18).

( Expanding their understanding of
Himself and His will (1 John 5:20;

Col 1:9).

( Giving them access to Himself
through faith (Rom 5:2; Eph 3:12).

There simply is no acceptable reason
for any professing Christian to not be
ready for the coming of the Lord and the
day of judgment. A church that allows for
such a state, even condoning it with their
approval of the people, is really not a
church at all.

ABRAM
The one who is called – Abram – 

will prove to be one of the most
important men of Divine record. He is a
man who was faithful during a time of
sparse revelation, and experiences that
seemed to contradict the revealed
purpose of God. He will be used to define
the nature and effectiveness of faith for
all generations. 

This patriarch is not thrown off
course by the death of his father. In fact,
he proves to be sensitive to the call of
God, when Divine callings were relatively
unknown. 

We also have in Abram a sterling
example of someone who did not seek
the Lord, yet was found of Him – a
phenomenon of which God has spoken
(Isa 52:15; 55:1-2; Rom 10:20. 

He is also an example of how much
faith can flourish, even though very little
is made known. This being true, how will
faith flourish when an abundance has
been revealed?

Thus we embark upon the selective
history of a man that God uses to shape
our concept of faith. Rather than being
dependent upon lexical definitions,
which are really human interpretation,

Thus we embark upon the selective history of a man
that God uses to shape our concept of faith. Rather
than being dependent upon lexical definitions, which
are really human interpretation, faith will be defined
by a men who possessed the real thing. We will see
how faith works in him.
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faith will be defined by a men who
possessed the real thing. We will see
how faith works in him.

It is of more than passing interest
to me that the Christian teaching of our
day does not make much of Abraham.
In fact, there is a considerable amount
of criticism leveled against him –
although there is not so much as one
syllable of Divine criticism of him. He is
set forth as an example of faith, and
even declared to be the “father” of
those who have faith: “Abraham our

father . . . that faith of our father
Abraham . . . “Abraham, who is the
father of us all . . . Abraham our father” 
(Rom 4:1,12,16; James 2:21).

“Abraham” is mentioned 285 times
in Scripture: 54 times as “Abram,” and
231 times as “Abraham.” The Gospels
mention him 30 times, Acts = 8 times,
and the Epistles = 31 times.

By way of comparison, Peter
(Peter, Cephas, and Simon) is
mentioned 155 times, and John the

apostle 24 times. Paul the apostle (Paul,
Saul) is mentioned 155 times. In
defining the nature and effect of faith,
Abraham is a primary exhibit.

The doctrine concerning faith and
believing God takes Abraham into
consideration, citing him as the premier
example of a person who believed God
– even when the word from God
contradicted the wisdom of men and
the laws of nature – and even when
there was a relatively small amount of
revelation.

   THE LORD HAD SAID TO ABRAM   

Gen 12:1 “Now the LORD had said
unto Abram, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and from
thy father's house, unto a land that I
will show thee . . .”

To this point, there is very little
that we know about Abram.

( He was born to Terah after he was

seventy years old (Gen 11:26).

( He took to himself a wife named
Sarai, who was barren (Gen 11:29-
30)

( He went with his father Terah, and
his nephew Lot, and Sarai from Ur
of the Chaldees (Gen 11:31).

( He came with that group to Haran,
where they dwelt, and where
Terah, his father, died (Gen 11:31-
32).

So far as the Genesis record is

concerned, that is all that is made
known about Abram to this point. Our
text will state that he was seventy-five
years old when he left Haran to go to
Canaan. Therefore, to this point, these
are the only facts we have in Genesis
for the first seventy-five years of
Abram’s life. 

As previously pointed out, Joshua

revealed that Terah and his sons
“served other gods” (Josh 24:2). Moses
revealed that Abram was “a Syrian
ready to perish” when he went down
into Egypt (Deut 26:5).

Yet, the Lord now speaks of Abram
as though he was well known. Of
course, He speaks of Abram in this
manner because of His own purpose.
He had chosen Abram, and that is what
gave him his significance. This is
categorically stated by Nehemiah in his
prayer to God: “Thou art the LORD the
God, who didst choose Abram, and
broughtest him forth out of Ur of the
Chaldees, and gavest him the name of

Abraham” (Neh 9:7). Thus, the call of
Abram was according to the choice of
God.

The Genesis text states that Terah
took Abram, his wife Sarai, and Lot and
“went forth with them from Ur of the
Chaldees” (Gen 11:28) Yet, in his
prayer to God, Nehemiah said that God
brought Abram “out of Ur of the
Chaldees” (Neh 9:7). As if that was not
sufficient, God appeared to Abram later
and said, “I am the LORD that brought
thee out of Ur of the Chaldees” (Gen
15:7). Perhaps Abram was not fully
aware of this. However, he had the
kind of heart that could receive this
word, and therefore it was spoken to
him.

A LESSON TO BE LEARNED
There is a remarkable parallel here

with believer’s coming to Christ, and
being found in Him. On the surface, it
may appear as though their interest in
Christ was sparked by some other
person – like Terah taking Abram out of
Ur of the Chaldees. Actually, however,
it was God drawing them – and that is
according to the word of Jesus (John
6:44,65). Also, men may choose to
accent their role in coming into Christ –
like being “baptized into Christ” (Gal
3:26), receiving Him (John 1:12), or
believing unto the saving of the soul
(Heb 10:39), While all of these are true,
there is an even higher view. God was
superintending the entire process, for it
is “of God that ye are in Christ Jesus”
(1 Cor 1:30). Seen from this higher
vantage point, Christ “apprehended” us

No person should be criticized for
tracing his relationship to God through
Christ to the working of the Lord
Himself. 
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(Phil 3:12). Peter says it this way,
“Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, which according to
His abundant mercy hath begotten us
again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead” (1 Pet 1:3).

No person should be criticized for
tracing his relationship to God through
Christ to the working of the Lord
Himself. It may be said to every person
in Christ, “For unto you it is given in the
behalf of Christ, not only to believe on
him, but also to suffer for His sake” 
(Phil 1:29).

NOT OF WORKS
This is a classic example of how

God’s dealings with men are not
according to their works. When the
Lord states that He looks for a man, it
is not to assess his accomplishments.
This is what men do – even professed
Christian men and church leaders. They
examine a man’s professional
credentials, and what he has
accomplished. That, they imagine, suits
them for the work of the Lord. This,
however, does not reflect the mind of
the Lord.

Rather then looking for men with
an impressive list of accomplishments,
or who have been qualified by men for
this or that, here is the manner of the
Lord – and it has been revealed.

( A MAN WITH PROPER INTERESTS. “And
I sought for a man among them,
that should make up the hedge,
and stand in the gap before me for
the land, that I should not destroy
it: but I found none” (Ezek 22:30).
Here was a case where God looked
for someone who had respect for
“His land” – the land of Canaan –
and could properly plead for it like
Abraham did for righteous Lot in
Sodom (18:23-33), and like Moses
did for Israel (Ex 32:31-32). This is
not the sort of qualification men
could see, nor is it one that could
be exploited by men.

( A MAN WHO KNOWS HIS TRUE WORTH,
HAS A PROPER SPIRIT, AND IS AFRAID
TO OFFEND GOD. “For all those
things hath mine hand made, and
all those things have been, saith
the LORD: but to this man will I
look, even to him that is poor and

of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at
my word” (Isa 66:2). The world –
even the religious world –does not
place a superior value upon such a
man. He would be considered
eccentric, non-institutional, and not
suitable for leadership. Such
attitudes, being in contradiction of
the mind of the Lord, are really
nothing more than sinful views.

( A MAN WHOSE HEART IS PERFECT
TOWARD THE LORD. “For the eyes of
the LORD run to and fro
throughout the whole earth, to
show Himself strong in the behalf
of them whose heart is perfect
toward Him. Herein thou hast done
foolishly: therefore from henceforth
thou shalt have wars” (2 Chr
16:9). How would men assess
such a person? This is a
qualification that insensitive men
cannot perceive. However, there is
such a thing as a person who lives
solely for the Lord, is not swayed
by human opinion and trends, and
is quite willing to count all but loss
for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus

So it is, that the origin of the
involvement of Abram with God will be
traced to God Himself.

NOW THE LORD HAD SAID TO
ABRAM

This is a reference to some time in
the past – before Abram arrived in
Haran. The historical setting of this
appearing is not made known in
Genesis. However, Stephen made a
particular point of it, confirming that it
was common knowledge at that time.
“And he said, Men, brethren, and
fathers, hearken; The God of glory
appeared unto our father Abraham,
when he was in Mesopotamia, BEFORE
he dwelt in Charran” [Greek form of
“Haran”] (Acts 7:2). 

This, then, is a call that took place
while Abram was still in Ur of the
Chaldees. Some have said that Abram
was not obedient at that time, but
remained in Ur, then came with his
father and Lot, violating the
commandment of the Lord. However,
this is nothing more than sinful
conjecture. The Scriptures make clear
that not only did God call Abram while
he was in Ur of the Chaldees, but that

He also brought him out.

GET THEE OUT
“Now the LORD had said unto

Abram, Get thee out of thy country,
and from thy kindred, and from thy
father's house . . .” Other versions
read, “your country, your relatives, and
from your father’s house,” NASB “your
native country, your relatives, and your
father's family,” NLT “Leave your
country, your family, and your
relatives,” CEV “Go for yourself [for your
own advantage] away from your
country, from your relatives and your
father’s house.” AMPLIFIED

Here is a vivid picture of separation
and its absolute necessity. Notice the
thoroughness of the detachment.

( YOUR COUNTRY. This included the
land of Mesopotamia, to which
Stephen referred when citing the
call of Abraham: “And he said,
Men, brethren, and fathers,
hearken; The God of glory
appeared unto our father Abraham,
when he was in Mesopotamia,
before he dwelt in Charran” [Greek
form of Haran] (Acts 7:2). It also
included the region of Chaldeea
and the city of Ur, for he was
called out of Ur of the Chaldees:
“Thou art the LORD the God, who
didst choose Abram, and
broughtest him forth out of Ur of
the Chaldees, and gavest him the
name of Abraham” (Neh 9:7).
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( YOUR KINDRED. He was called away
from his “kindred,” “family,” NKJV

“relatives,” NASB “people,” NIV or
“kinsmen.” CJB 

( YOUR FATHER’S HOUSE. Within these
larger regions, there was also his
father’s “household.” NAB You

might think of it as a complex,
where the people all lived together.

What kind of person does it take to
answer a call like that, and to do so
after you were married, and when you
were probably an older and mature
person? This is what God required of
Abram! Let’s be personal about this. Do
you think you could you do this?

God required the same sort of thing
from John the Baptist. He could not
lead, what men call, a normal life. His
diet was different (Matt 3:4; Lk 1:15).
His appearance was different (Matt
3:4). It is said of John, “And the child
grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and
was in the deserts till the day of his
showing unto Israel” (Luke 1:80).

The Necessity of Separation
All believers are called to a

separated life. So far as the world is
concerned, they are “strangers and
pilgrims” (1 Pet 2:11). They are
commanded, “Be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing”
(2 Cor 6:17). The mandate goes lout,
“Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world” (1 John 2:15).
Jesus told His disciples, “I have chosen
you out of the world” (John 15:19). 

Lest anyone think this applied only
to the twelve, Peter reported to

brethren at the Jerusalem conference
“how God at the first did visit the
Gentiles, to take out of them a people
for His name” (Acts 15:14).

Do you want to be used by God?
Then, you must become accustomed to
the separated life. Often this even

requires separation from the religious
world, in which too much of the world
is prevalent. Does this seem too hard?
Think of Abraham, who is “the father of
us all” Rom 4:16). 

In Christ you have been set in the
ultimate non-worldly domain: “heavenly
places” (Eph 2:6). All of our spiritual
resources are in that secluded place
(Eph 1:3). Our affection is to be set
there (Col 3:1-2).

Therefore, when God called
Abraham, it is no surprise that he was
required to leave his father’s house, his
kindred, the city where it was located,
the region in which the city was
located, and the country in which the
region was located. His employment in
the working out of the purpose of God
required him to relocate. In a nutshell,
he had to move to the area where the
purpose of God would be developed
and its foundations put in place.

UNTO A LAND THAT I WILL
SHOW THEE

“ . . . unto a land that I will show
thee . . .” Other versions read, “to the
land which I will show you,” NASB and
“the country that I will show you.” ERV 

The word “land” is lexically defined
as, “land, country, territory, district, region, 
tribal territory, piece of ground.” STRONG’S This

was a specific area in the earth – a
precise piece of real estate. “Land” is to
the earth what a specific mountain is to
a mountain range.

The Lord did not tell Abram to go
to a secluded spot of his own choosing,
or to find an area that was commodious
to his desires and possessions. The
“land” was not to be chosen because
of Abram’s assessment of it. The Lord
did not tell Abram what was going to
be accomplished in the land, then
instructing him to go about finding a
piece of property that was appropriate.

The Land of Canaan
Later, the Lord will tell Abram that

the land to be given to him and his
offspring is Canaan: “And I will give
unto thee, and to thy seed after thee,
the land wherein thou art a stranger, all
the land of Canaan, for an everlasting
possession; and I will be their God”
(Gen 17:8).

This land will be central throughout
Scripture. It is consistently identified
with the Lord, as these identities
confirm.

( “The Sanctuary” – Ex 15:17

( “THE land of Israel” – 1 Sam 
13:19

( “The land of the Hebrews” – Gem
40:15

( “The land of the Jews” – Acts
10:39

( “The land of promise” – Heb 11:9

( “The holy land” – Zech 2:12

( “The Lord’s land” – Hos 9:3

( “Immanuel’s land” – Isa 8:8

( “The land of Beulah” – Isa 62:4

( God called it “My land” – 2 Chron
7:20; Isa 14:25; Jer 2:7; 16:18;
Ezek 36:5; 38:16; Joel 1L6; 3:2

( Scripture refers to it as “His land”
– Deut 32:43; Job 37:13; Psa
10:16; Ezek 36:20; Joel 2:18;
Zech 9:16

In other words, Abram was being

 God does the choosing, and we do the
adapting. We go the place God has appointed,
rather than seeking His blessing upon the
place we have chosen. All of this presumes
that God is over all, and is directing and
orchestrating the things pertaining to His will.
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called into the purpose of God. His
prominence would be measured by his
relation to that purpose.

The land would be given to Abram
as the goods of one person are given
over into the hands of another. He was,
in other words primarily a steward of
what belonged to the Lord. It was his
inheritance, but not in isolation from
Divine objectives.

Get to the Place of God’s Choosing
While this is relatively elementary,

sin has made men dull to this truth. God
does the choosing, and we do the
adapting. We go the place God has
appointed, rather than seeking His
blessing upon the place we have
chosen. All of this presumes that God is
over all, and is directing and
orchestrating the things pertaining to
His will. Men have been called into the
work, but not as members of a board of
directors.

Further Revelation Along the Way
This text confirms that Divine

direction takes place while we are
walking in the way of the Lord. God did
not tell Abram precisely where to go.
There is not even evidence that He, by
a word, pointed Abram in the right
direction.

Yet, there must have been some
way in which Abram was directed by
God, versus engaging in an aimless and
unintelligent search. In some way the
word of Isaiah must have been fulfilled
in him: “And thine ears shall hear a
word behind thee, saying, This is the
way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the
right hand, and when ye turn to the
left”  (Isa 30:21).

The point to be seen is that Divine
guidance takes place while we are on
the way. Israel, for example, was
directed to the promised land after they
had left Egypt by means of a pillar of
cloud by day, and a pillar fire by night
(Ex 13:17; Psa 78:14; 107:7). Abraham 
was directed to the mountain on which
he was to offer Isaac, after he was on
the way (Gen 22:2). 

The Holy Spirit cites the journeying
of Abram to the appointed land as a
sterling exhibit of his faith. He did not
know where he was going, but, at the

word of the Lord, went anyway. “By
faith Abraham, when he was called to
go out into a place which he should
after receive for an inheritance, obeyed;
and he went out, not knowing whither
he went” (Heb 11:8).

Saul of Tarsus was told by Jesus
that he would receive instruction what
to do after he went to a certain place:
“Arise, and go into the city, and it shall
be told thee what thou must do” (Acts
9:6). After he had been there for three
days, the Lord sent Ananias, a certain 
disciple, to instruct him in what he
should do (Acts 9:17-18).

There is a sense in which revelation
follows separation. Many professing
Christians remain in a state of abject
ignorance because they have never
separated from the world. They have
maintained a close alliance with those
who are of the world, and thus have
forged an unequal yoke. Aside from
that being sinful (2 Cor 6:14), it causes
the transgressor to abide in a place
where the voice of the Lord cannot be
heard and instruction cannot be
received.

Spiritual inclinations cannot be
detected when one walks in the flesh.
Those who live for this world will not
hear from that world. So it is that
multitudes of professing Christians
remain in a perpetual infant state
because they have never really set out
on a determined course to glory.  They
have assigned a certain priority to
matters that center around their lives in
this world. Because they are not on the
appointed way, they receive no further
instructions, remaining untaught.

   THE GREATNESS OF WHAT WAS PROMISED   

“ 2 And I will make of thee a great
nation, and I will bless thee, and make
thy name great; and thou shalt be a
blessing . . .”

This blessing is within the context
of God’s “eternal purpose.” This is not
to be considered as a benefit or
greatness as the world considers
things. True greatness is always within
the good and acceptable will of God.

While there will be some
recognition of Abraham among nations
coming from  his sons other than Isaac,
his prominence will be known more fully
from the Jewish people and the body of
Christ.

Abraham will not be great among
men like Solomon was among kings. It
is important that this distinction be
seen. This circumstance confirms a

word Jesus spoke to the Pharisees who
derided him:  “And he said unto them,
Ye are they which justify yourselves
before men; but God knoweth your
hearts: for that which is highly
esteemed among men is abomination in
the sight of God” (Luke 16:15).

I WILL MAKE OF THEE A GREAT
NATION

“And I will make of thee a great
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nation . . .” Other versions read, “make
your descendants into a great nation,”
CEV and “I will build a great nation from
you.” ERV 

Although it is not the point being
made here, Abraham is also called “a
father of many nations” (Gen 17:4,5;
Rom 4:17-18). The fundamental nation,
of which this text speaks, is Israel. This
is the appointed nation God will use to:

( Reveal Himself to.

( Speak to through Moses and the
Prophets.

( Make His own peculiar people in
the flesh.

( Use as an exhibit of Divine
preference.

( The people to whom, He will reveal
His Law.

( The people who will be custodians
of that Law.

( The people to whom He will show
His glory.

( The people with whom, He will
make a covenant.

( The people He will direct in serving
Himself.

( The people who will become the
recipients of His promises.

( The people through whom the

promised Seed would come.

( The people who will school the
rest of the world concerning the

true God and some of His traits.

The appointed nation (Israel) will
not be great by human estimation.
They will be relatively small in number,
and their land will be extremely small
when compared to that of other
nations. Their leaders would not be
global, like some of the kings of the
Gentiles. The men of this world will not
present them as a prominent people.

In this text, greatness is defined by
Divine purpose, not worldly values and
criterion. Abraham will loom large in
what God is working in the earth. He
will be prominent in the forming of
spiritual concepts like believing what
God says, having faith, living by hope,
and thinking with God as the Epicenter.

While many nations will come from
Abraham, there is only one that will
have significance in the working out of
God’s eternal purpose. It will be a
“great nation” by Divine definition, not
by numbers, or by contributions to
worldly culture. They will excel in many
ways that men will hold in high regard
– but that is not what will make them
great. They will be “great” in the sense
of who is within their number:
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, with whom
God identified Himself (Gen 31:53; Ex
3:6,15,16; 4:5; Matt 22:32; Mk 12:26;
Lk 20:37; Acts 3:13; 7:32). Think of
Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David,
Solomon, and all the prophets. Great re-
builders of places found in shambles,
like Nehemiah and Zerubbabel. There
were prophets that saw visions of God,
like Isaiah (Isa 6:1-5), Ezekiel (Ezek
1`:1; 8:3; 40:2), Zechariah (2 Chron
26:5; Zech 3:1-7), and Daniel (Dan 7:9-
10). John the Baptist came from them.
And the greatest blessing of all, as
God’s Son, Jesus was given to them
(Isa 9:6-7), and came into the world
through them (Rom 9:5).

I WILL BLESS THEE
“. . . and I will bless thee . . .” 
What exactly does this mean – for

God to bless an individual? If you
search for the meaning in the realm of
academics, you will not be satisfied. I
will therefore attempt to define the
word as it is used here.

In my judgment, the best way to
define the word “bless” is to turn to
what God has said about being blessed.
Under the Old Covenant, God told
Moses to tell Aaron and his sons to
“bless” the people. His words will help
to shape our understanding of what it
means to be blessed by God.

“And the LORD spake unto Moses,
saying, Speak unto Aaron and unto his
sons, saying, On this wise ye shall
bless the children of Israel, saying unto
them,  The LORD bless thee, and keep
thee:  The LORD make His face shine
upon thee, and be gracious unto thee:
The LORD lift up His countenance upon
thee, and give thee peace. And they
shall put My name upon the children of
Israel; and I will bless them” (Num
6:22-27).

This blessing, to be spoken over
the people, consisted of the following.

DEFINITIONS OF THE WORD “BLESS”
“When God is said to bless his people. Without
doubt the inferior is blessed by the superior.
When} God blesses, he bestows that virtue,
that efficacy, which' renders his blessing
effectual, and which his blessing expresses. His
blessings are either temporal or spiritual, bodily
or mental; but in every thing they are productive
of that which they import. God's blessings
extend into the future life, as his people are
made partakers of that blessedness which, in
infinite fulness, dwells in himself (Genesis
1:22; 24:35; Job 42:12; Psalm 45:2; 104:24,
28; Luke 11:9-13;James 1:17).” McCLINTOK &

STRONG’S 

“God blesses his people when he bestows on
them some gift temporal or spiritual.” EASTON BIBLE
DICTIONARY

“Favors or benefits specially given by God.”SMITH’S BIBLE DICTIONARY

“It is first met in Genesis 1:22 at the
introduction of animal life upon the earth,
where it is written, “And God blessed them,
saying, Be fruitful, and multiply,” etc. The
context furnishes the key to its meaning, which
is the bestowal of good, and in this particular
place the pleasure and power of increase in
kind. Thus it is generally employed in both
Testaments, the context always determining
the character of the bestowal; for instance
(where man is the recipient), whether the good
is temporal or spiritual, or both.” INTERNATIONAL
STANDARD BIBLE ENCYCLOPEDIA

IN ENGLISH, there is no definition of “bless”
that pertains to an action of God Himself.

Having prepared for the development of a holy nation, God now calls of Abram into His “eternal purpose”  – Given O. Blakely
The Calling of Abraham -- Page 7 of 20



A Ministry for Hungry Saints, Series on the Book of Genesis, Lesson #19, Meeting #464– in its 19th year

( BEING KEPT. “The Lord bless you
and watch, guard, and keep you.”
AMPLIFIED There is safety and
protection in the Lord’s blessing.
The powers of darkness, as well as
the inimical forces of men, are
rendered impotent against the
individual, or the group, that is
blessed of God. If trouble or
opposition is experienced, it must
first pass through God, as in the
case of Job (Job, chapters 1 and
2). There is also the matter of
chastisement, as is amply
demonstrated in God’s dealings
with Israel. In that case,
chastening is in order to
improvement.

( MAKING HIS FACE SHINE UPON THEM. 
“The Lord make His face to shine
upon and enlighten you.” AMPLIFIED

When God’s face shines upon a
person or a group, something more
of Him is seen. There is illumination
(Heb 10:32) and enlightenment
(Eph 1:18; Heb 6:4), teaching (Eph
4:20-21; 1 John 5:20) and
guidance (Prov 3:6; 1 Thess 3:11;
2 Thess 3:5; James 1:5).

( BEING GRACIOUS UNTO THEM. “ . . .
and be gracious (kind, merciful,
and giving favor) to you.” AMPLIFIED

This involves the Lord being kindly
disposed toward the people –
inclined to benefit them, provide
for them, and protect them.

( LIFTING UP HIS COUNTENANCE UPON
THEM. “The Lord lift up His
[approving] countenance upon you
. . .” AMPLIFIED This has to do with
maintaining a beneficial interest in
the people, looking favorably upon
them, defending them, and giving
them certain advantages.

( GIVING THEM PEACE. “ . . . and give
you peace (tranquility of heart and
life continually).” AMPLIFIED This has
to do with the settling of the heart,
so that the one being blessed is not
unduly distracted by threats, fears,
and difficult circumstances.

All of this, and more, is involved in
being blessed by the Lord. There are
temporal and spiritual advantages and
benefits. The spiritual ones spill over
into eternity, and are not left behind
when one leaves the body and enters
into the eternal realm.

I WILL MAKE THY NAME GREAT
“ . . . and make thy name great.. .”

Other versions read, “magnify thy
name,” DOUAY “make your name
famous,” NJB “make you famous,” NLT 

“You will become famous,” CEV and
“make your name famous and
distinguished.” AMPLIFIED 

The greatness of Abraham’s name
would not be within the context of
worldly wisdom and worldly dignitaries.
He would not be well known like the

Pharaoh of Egypt, or Socrates the
philosopher. He would not be known
for his exploits, like Alexander the
Great, or for the development of
engineering like the Egyptians. His fame
would be within the framework of
Divine purpose, and those among
whom, he would be well known would
be those who were also involved in that
purpose.

THOU SHALT BE A BLESSING
“ . . . and thou shalt be a blessing

. . .” Other versions read, “you are to
be a blessing,” CJB “be thou a blessing,”
ERV “you will exemplify divine blessing,”
NET “you will be a blessing to others,” NLT

“you will be a blessing to many others,”
LIVING and “you will be a blessing
[dispensing good to others].” AMPLIFIED

The idea is that Abraham will be a
source of benefit to those within the
circumference of his influence. Whom
among us has not received unequaled
benefits from our acquaintance with
this man of God? And why is this so? It
is because God made Abraham to be a
blessing. It is what he received from
God that caused this to take place.

A Principle to Be Seen 
Those who are truly blessed of

God, by virtue of that fact, become a
source of blessing themselves.
Technically, the source of the blessing
is God Himself, flowing through the
benefit that He has ministered to the
individual. It is for this reason that
those who receive the benefit
ministered by others appear to have
personally received it from the Lord.
Those with faith perceive that as being
exactly what happened. And, indeed, it
is true. The vehicle used to transmit the
blessing does not obviate the fact that
God Himself does the work.

This being true, no person
professing faith should be ignorant of
Abraham and what is said of his faith.
To be sure, no one should stand in
criticism of Abraham – particularly since
there is no record of God ever doing so.

This text has provoked the writing
of at least two well known hymns. The
lyrics of two of them follow.

    MAKE ME A BLESSING    

1 Out in the highways and byways of
life,
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many are weary and sad;
Carry the sunshine where darkness
is rife
making the sorrowing glad.

Refrain:

Make me a blessing,
Make me a blessing,
Out of my life
May Jesus shine;
Make me a blessing, O savior, I pray,
Make me a blessing to someone today.

2 Tell the sweet story of Christ and
His love;
Tell of His pow'r to forgive;
Others will trust Him if only you prove
true ev'ry moment you live.

Refrain:

3 Give as 'twas given to you in your need;
Love as the Master loved you;
Be to the helpless a helper indeed;
Unto your mission be true.

Refrain

  Ira B. Wilson, 1880-1950  

   A CHANNEL OF BLESSING   

1 Is your life a channel of blessing?
Is the love of God flowing thro' you?
Are you telling the lost of the Savior?
Are you ready His service to do?

Refrain:

Make me a channel of blessing today,

Make me a channel of blessing, I pray;
My life possessing, my service blessing,
Make me a channel of blessing today.

2 Is your life a channel of blessing?
Are you burdened for those who are
lost?
Have you urged upon those who are
straying

The Savior who died on the cross?

Refrain

3 Is your life a channel of blessing?
Is it daily telling for Him?
Have you spoken the word of salvation
To those who are dying in sin?

Refrain

4 We cannot be channels of blessing
If our lives are not free from known
sin;
We will barriers be and a hindrance
To those we are trying to win.

Refrain

  Author: Harper J. Smith  

These songs were prompted by
insight into the record of Abraham.

Who but God can make a person “a
blessing?” However, this is not merely
what God CAN do. It is what He DOES

do. It is for this reason that those in
Christ can “bless” their enemies (Matt
5:44). It is why Peter could bless the
lame man by giving him what God had
given  to him (Acts 3:6). 

It is why Paul could open men’s
eyes, turning them from dark ness to
light, and from the power of Satan to
God (Acts 26:18). It is why Phebe
could be a “succourer of many” (Rom
16:2), and Onesiphorous could
“refresh” Paul (2 Tim 1:16). It accounts
for Philemon being used to refresh “the
bowels of the saints” (Phil3 1:7), and a
renewed Mark being “profitable” to him
(2 Tim 4:11).

   THE DIVINE RECOGNITION AND EMPLOYMENT OF ABRAHAM   

“ 3 And I will bless them that bless
thee, and curse him that curseth thee:
and in thee shall all families of the earth
be blessed.”

God now extends the blessing
beyond the person of Abram himself. In
a sense, he will become a focal point of
how the Lord regards others. In this
respect, he is a prefigurement of Jesus
Christ Himself.  Here we will see
importance from heaven’s point of
view. There are some people who
become the measure by whom others
are considered.

I WILL BLESS THEM THAT BLESS

THEE, AND CURSE HIM THAT
CURSETH THEE

“And I will bless them that bless
thee , and curse him that curseth thee
‘ . . .” Other versions read, “To them
who are good to you will I give
blessing,” BBE “I bless those blessing
thee,” YLT “I will bless anyone who
blesses you,” CEV “And I will bless those
who bless you [who confer prosperity
or happiness upon you] and curse him
who curses or uses insolent language
toward you.” AMPLIFIED

God expects those whom He
blesses and honors to be respects by all
men – even though He knows this will

not take place, and even apprises us of
why this is the case. It is never right or
acceptable for any person to disdain,
reproach, or curse those whom, God
has blessed. The fact that the saints of
God are commanded to bless the ones
who curse them does not mean God
Himself is indifferent to the matter. He
will make that clear to Abraham.

K This same condition was
articulated to Isaac blessed Jacob:
“Let people serve thee, and nations
bow down to thee: be lord over thy
brethren, and let thy mother's sons
bow down to thee: cursed be every
one that curseth thee, and blessed

Who but God can make a person “a
blessing?” However, this is not merely what
God CAN do. It is what He DOES do. 
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be he that blesseth thee” (Gen
27:29). 

K The Old Covenant contained this
kind of blessing: “But if thou shalt
indeed obey his voice, and do all
that I speak; then I will be an
enemy unto thine enemies, and an
adversary unto thine adversaries”
(Ex 23:22).

K Part of Balaam’s prophecy to Balak
concerned this matter: “God
brought him forth out of Egypt; he
hath as it were the strength of an
unicorn: he shall eat up the nations

his enemies, and shall break their
bones, and pierce them through with
his arrows. He couched, he lay down
as a lion, and as a great lion: who shall
stir him up? Blessed is he that blesseth
thee, and cursed is he that curseth
thee” (Num 24:9).

K Christ’s words concerning the
separation and judgment of the
sheep and the goats revealed this
Divine manner: “And the King shall
answer and say unto them, Verily

I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto Me .
. . Then shall He answer them, saying,
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye
did it not to one of the least of these,
ye did it not to Me” (Matt 25:40,45).

God will not forget when people
malign, misrepresent, and make life
more difficult for His people. When they
are swindled, He sees it. When they are
mocked and chided, it is written in the
heavenly record. Paul knew this is the
nature of God, and thus wrote of
Alexander the coppersmith: “Alexander
the coppersmith did me much evil: the
Lord reward him according to his
works” (2 Tim 4:14). 

This same principle applied to those
sent out by Jesus – His apostles:
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that
receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth
Me; and he that receiveth Me receiveth
Him that sent Me” (John 13:20).

The principle also extended to

those who received a prophet, or who
had a word from the Lord. “He that
receiveth a prophet in the name of a
prophet shall receive a prophet's
reward; and he that receiveth a
righteous man in the name of a
righteous man shall receive a righteous
man's reward. And whosoever shall
give to drink unto one of these little
ones a cup of cold water only in the
name of a disciple, verily I say unto
you, he shall in no wise lose his
reward”  (Matt 10:41-42).

The ultimate One to whom those
applies is the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Seed of Abraham. The Father has

“sealed” Him (John 6:27), and it not
possible receive Him without being
received by God, or to reject Him
without being rejected by God.

IN THEE SHALL ALL FAMILIES OF
THE EARTH BE BLESSED

“ . . . and in thee shall all families
of the earth be blessed.” Other versions
read, “all peoples of the earth will be
blessed through you,” NIV “by you all
families of the earth shall bless
themselves,” RSV “and you will become
a name of blessing to all the families of
the earth,” BBE “by you all the families of
the earth will be blessed,” CJB “ in thee
shall all families of the earth be
blessed,” DOUAY “All the communities of
the earth shall find blessing in you,” NAB

“all the families of the earth will bless
one another by your name,” NET “all
clans on earth will bless themselves by
you,” NJB “blessed in thee have been all
families of the ground,” YLT “the entire
world will be blessed because of you,”
LIVING “I will use you to bless all the
people on earth,” ERV “ in you will all the
families and kindred of the earth be
blessed [and by you they will bless

themselves].” AMPLIFIED

Once again, the multiplicity of
versions present a confusing picture.
The majority of the versions read that
the blessing will be “through” Abraham,
or “in” him. Several, however, read
quite differently.

K That the blessing will be “by”
Abraham. RSV, CJB.ERV

K “You will become a name of
blessing to all families of the earth”
BBE

K “All the families of the earth will
bless one another” NET 

K “Will bless themselves through
you,” NJB, RSV,TNK,ERV 

K “By you they will bless
themselves.” AMPLIFIED

The meaning of the text is that
Abraham will be the means through
which the blessing will be conferred
upon all families of the earth. He
himself will not confer the blessing, nor
will the people, using his name, bless
themselves. Such a view conflicts with
what God says to Abraham later, as
well as what is said of this matter after
Jesus was enthroned in heaven. Here,
Abraham is to the blessing what the
woman was to One who would bruise
the serpent’s head (Gen 3:15). He is
the channel through whom the benefit
would come, but he himself was not
the benefit. This is plain enough to
enable men to avoid blunders in
rendering the text.

The meaning of the text is that Abraham will
be the means through which the blessing will
be conferred upon all families of the earth. He
himself will not confer the blessing, nor will
the people, using his name, bless themselves.
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There is a remarkable consistency
in the representation of all the people of
the earth being blessed.

K LATER GOD SAID TO ABRAHAM. “And
in thy seed shall all the nations of
the earth be blessed; because thou
hast obeyed my voice” (Gen
22:18).

K AGAIN, GOD SAID TO ABRAHAM. “And
I will make thy seed to multiply as
the stars of heaven, and will give
unto thy seed all these countries;
and in thy seed shall all the nations
of the earth be blessed” (Gen
26:4). 

K GOD SAID TO JACOB. “And thy seed
shall be as the dust of the earth,
and thou shalt spread abroad to the
west, and to the east, and to the
north, and to the south: and in thee
and in thy seed shall all the families
of the earth be blessed” (Gen
28:14).

K PETER PREACHED. “Ye are the
children of the prophets, and of the

covenant which God made with
our fathers, saying unto Abraham,
And in thy seed shall all the
kindreds of the earth be blessed”
(Acts 3:25).

K PAUL WROTE THAT THE GOSPEL WAS
PREACHED TO ABRAHAM. “And the
scripture, foreseeing that God
would justify the heathen through
faith, preached before the gospel
unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall
all nations be blessed. So then they
which be of faith are blessed with
faithful Abraham” (Gal 3:8-9).  

The Gospel cannot be Abraham will
bless us, or that we may bless
ourselves. Further, the apostles never
represented God as making two
different promises to Abraham. 

Twice the Scriptures speak of “the
blessing of Abraham,” and it is our text
to which they refer. The first concerns
the land: “And give thee the blessing of
Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with
thee; that thou mayest inherit the land
wherein thou art a stranger, which God
gave unto Abraham” (Gen 28:4). The

second concerns the universal blessing:
“Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse
for us: for it is written, Cursed is every
one that hangeth on a tree: That the
blessing of Abraham might come on the
Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we
might receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith” (Gal 3:13-14).

When it comes to the promise of
the land, the “seed” of Abraham is the
Jews (Gen 12:7; 13:15; 15:18; 17:8;
24:7; 26:3; 28:4,13' 35:12). When it
comes to the universal blessing, the
“Seed” is Jesus Christ alone (Acts
3:25; Gal 3:16; Heb 2:16).

Summary

When it comes to the matter of
universal blessing, God is the sole One
who does the blessing. That is
especially true of the ultimate blessing,
which is the salvation that is in Christ
Jesus with eternal glory. There is no
sense in which Abraham is the Savior,
the Deliverer the Redeemer, or The
Salvation of God. That ought to be clear
enough. To represent this text in any
other way is a display of ignorance.

   ABRAM DEPARTED AS THE LORD HAD SPOKEN   

“ 4 So Abram departed, as the
LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot
went with him: and Abram was seventy
and five years old when he departed out
of Haran.”

Some have taken upon themselves
to criticize Abram for taking so long to
respond to the Lord. Perhaps they have
not thought of the fact that Abram had

already traveled 800 miles, from Ur of
the Chaldees to Haran – doing so by
foot. He also took with him all of his
belongings. How long does it take to
walk 800 miles, moving along with
everything you own?

Consider also that the Lord had not
yet told him the land to which he was
journeying was Canaan. The word he

had received from God said, “unto a
land that I will show thee” (Gen 12:1).
How was Abraham to know whether
the area in which Haran was located
was the land or not? Why would he
continue on going to a place he could
not identify unless God directed him?

I gather, then, that this is exactly
what took place. God kept directing him
in some way until he arrived in Haran.
From there it appears as though he did
not know where to go – whether north,
east, or south. Thus he dwelt there
until he received further direction. That
should nor be too difficult for us to
understand.

SO ABRAM DEPARTED

“So Abram departed, as the LORD

Some have taken upon themselves to criticize Abram
for taking so long to respond to the Lord. Perhaps
they have not thought of the fact that Abram had
already traveled 800 miles, from Ur of the Chaldees
to Haran – doing so by foot. 
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had spoken unto him . . .” Other
versions read, “as the Lord told him,”
NIV “as the lord commanded him,” DOUAY

“even as the Lord spake unto him,”
GENEVA “as the LORD directed him,” NAB

and “as the Lord had directed him.”
AMPLIFIED

In my judgment, this cannot be
referring to the call mentioned in verse
one. He had already left his relatives,
the city, and the region where he once
lived. Nehemiah affirmed that God
Himself brought Abraham our of Ur of
the Chaldees (Neh 9:7). Stephen made
a point of the fact that Abraham obeyed
the Lord when He commanded him to
leave his country: “Men, brethren, and
fathers, hearken; The God of glory
appeared unto our father Abraham,
when he was in Mesopotamia, before
he dwelt in Charran, And said unto him,
Get thee out of thy country, and from
thy kindred, and come into the land
which I shall show thee. Then came he
out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and
dwelt in Charran: and from thence,
when his father was dead, he removed
him into this land, wherein ye now
dwell” (Acts 7:2-4).

It is plain enough that Abram got
as far as Haran by the Lord’s direction.
What other way could he possibly have
arrived there, not knowing where he
was going. Thus we read in Hebrews,
“By faith Abraham, when he was called
to go out into a place which he should
after receive for an inheritance, obeyed;
and he went out, not knowing whither
he went” (Heb 11:8). It was the Lord
who directed his steps, and now He will
directs them again as he leaves Haran
for the last leg of his journey.

LOT WENT WITH HIM

“ . . . and Lot went with him . . .” 

Again, there have arisen ignoble
souls who have criticized Abraham for
taking Lot with him. Of course, the text
does not say Abraham took Lot with
him, but that Lot “went with him.” The
Holy Spirit does not edit this  statement
by noting this was not the will of the
Lord. There are a number of incidents in
Scripture where such notations were
made.

K When all the cities through which
Israel passed were peaceful, with
the exception of the Hivites, they
did not know “it was of the LORD
to harden their hearts, that they
should come against Israel in
battle, that he might destroy them
utterly, and that they might have
no favor, but that He might destroy
them, as the LORD commanded
Moses” (Josh 11:20; Deut 20:15).

K When Samson sought a wife from
the Philistines, his parents
remonstrated, saying he ought to
seek a wife from among his own
people. They did so, we are
apprised, “his father and his
mother knew not that it was of the
LORD, that he sought an occasion
against the Philistines: for at that
time the Philistines had dominion
over Israel” (Judg 14:4).

K Once Caiaphas presented some
reasoning for taking the life of
Jesus. The Spirit edited his
remarks: “Nor consider that it is
expedient for us, that one man

should die for the people, and that
the whole nation perish not. And
this spake he not of himself: but
being high priest that year, he
prophesied that Jesus should die
for that nation” (John 11:50-51).

That will suffice to confirm that
when the Scriptures report someone
saying something that was out of order,
yet could be taken as the truth, He will
edit the remark, drawing attention to
the inappropriateness of any word or
action. Therefore, I reason that if it was
not appropriate for Lot to go with
Abraham, the Spirit would have said so.

Other Precedence

There are other reasons for
reasoning that it was not wrong for Lot
to go with Abraham.

( When Israel left Egypt, a “mixed
multitude” went up with them
apparently Egyptians (Ex 12:39).
They were delivered through the
Red Sea, fed with manna, and
drank miraculous water – just like
the Israelitges.

( When Israel was journeying to
Canaan, Moses said to his brother-
in-law, “We are journeying unto the
place of which the LORD said, I
will give it you: come thou with us,
and we will do thee good: for the
LORD hath spoken good
concerning Israel” (Num 10:29).

( The very idea of a proselyte – a
Gentile adopting the Jewish
manners, and seeking to join in the
worship of their God, confirms that
it is not wrong to encourage others
to be among God’s people (Matt
23:15; Acts 6:5). Cornelius, a

Gentile centurion, is an example of
this (Acts 10).

( In his journeys for the Lord, Paul
would take companions with him –
even though Christ’s commission
to him made no mention of such
practice (Acts 15:40; 16:1-3;
19:29; 2 Tim 4:11, etc).

I conclude, therefore, that Abram
had shared his calling with Lot, and Lot
chose to journey with him. I do not
know how you can account for Lot
being a “righteous man” without
considering his affiliation with Abraham.
Also, the fact that Abraham prayed for
Sodom with “righteous” Lot in mind
(Gen 18:24*33) ought to confirm that

I do not know how you can account for Lot
being a “righteous man” without considering
his affiliation with Abraham. 
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it was not inappropriate for Lot to travel
with him.

ABRAM WAS SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS
OLD WHEN HE DEPARTED

“ . . . and Abram was seventy and
five years old when he departed out of

Haran.” 

This is the second stage of
Abram’s journey, the first being from Ur
to Haran. At this time, Abram was
seventy-five years old. We do not know
how old he was when God first called

him, or how old he was when he left Ur
of the Chaldees with his father, Lot and
company. Some have conjectured that
Abram left Ur when he was seventy.
However, so far as I know, this cannot
be substantiated from Scripture. It is
enough to know his age at this time,

   ABRAM WENT FORTH WITH ALL THAT HE HAD   

“ 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife,
and Lot his brother's son, and all their
substance that they had gathered, and
the souls that they had gotten in Haran;
and they went forth to go into the land
of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan
they came.” 

ABRAM TOOK SARAI AND LOT

And Abram took Sarai his wife, and
Lot his brother's son . . .” 

There is no evidence of Sarah
objecting to the journey, or viewing it

as disruptive of their lives. By saying
Abram took her, the Scriptures to not
imply any kind of force or coercion.

As simplistic as this may seem, it
puts the lie to those who say that the
wife tends to compete with the
husband, and to seek the dominance.
This is the fleshly interpretation that is
imposed on the Genesis text that
represents God as saying to Eve: “thy
desire shall be to thy husband, and he
shall rule over thee” (Gen 3:16). Some
versions of Scripture reflect this
perverted view: “You will want to

control your husband, but he will
dominate you,” NET”And you will desire
to control your husband, but he will rule
over you,” NLT 

By way of comparison, the
Scriptures represent holy women in
general, and Sarah in particular, in quite
another way. “For after this manner in
the old time the holy women also, who
trusted in God, adorned themselves,
being in subjection unto their own
husbands: Even as Sara obeyed
Abraham, calling him lord: whose
daughters ye are, as long as ye do well,

and are not afraid with any amazement”
(1 Pet 3:5-6).

Abram also took Lot with him,
together with his household, who
apparently was also agreeable to the
trip.

AND ALL THE SUBSTANCE THEY HAD
GATHERED

“ . . . and all their substance that
they had gathered . . .” Other versions
read: “and all their possessions that
they had gathered,” NKJV “which they

had accumulated,” NASB “acquired,” DARBY

“amassed,” NJB “all his wealth – his
livestock,” NRS and “gained.” LITV 

Abraham and Lot were obviously
industrious men. We do not know how
long they dwelt in Haran, but during
that time their possessions increased
significantly. These possessions were
not merely things, or novelties, but
consisted of genuine wealth, like flocks
and herds.

When I read this account, I am
reminded of the parable of the talents,
and the appropriate increase of the
master’s goods that took place (Matt
25:15).

These were the kind of
possessions Abram would be allowed
to keep – and he gathered them on the
way to the land that was promised to
him.

Those in Christ are also
appropriately called “strangers and
pilgrims” – that is, sojourners en route
to another place (Heb 13:14; 1 Pet
2:11). It is also in order for such people
to gather possessions along the way,
increasing their Kingdom bounty.

AND THE SOULS THEY HAD GOTTEN

“ . . . and the souls that they had
gotten in Haran . . . ” Other versions
read, “and the people whom they had
acquired in Haran,” NKJV “the persons,”
NASB “servants,” BBE “people he had taken
into his household,” NLT “slaves,” LIVING

Abraham and Lot were obviously industrious
men. We do not know how long they dwelt in
Haran, but during that time their possessions
increased significantly.
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and “the persons [servants].” LIVING 

The word translated “souls” does
not mean or imply “slaves,” as some
versions read. These were no doubt
servants, used to care for the flocks
and herds, as mentioned in Genesis
14:14. At the time reflected in that
text, Abram had three hundred and
eighteen “trained servants.” That is,
they were capable men, able stewards,
and could even engage in military
exploits. Some of these servants were
acquired in Haran, and continued on
with Abram to the promised land. The
number of these servants indicates
something of the size of Abram’s herds
and flocks.

THEY WENT FORTH TO GO UNTO
THE LAND OF CANAAN

“ . . . and they went forth to go
into the land of Canaan . . .” Other
versions read, “and they departed to go
to Canaan,” NKJV “they set out for the
land of Canaan,” NASB and “they went
out to go into the land of Canaan.”
DARBY

Even as when Israel left Egypt, the
preparation for this group to go to
Canaan must be been considerable.
They had flocks and herds, their tents,
various vessels for cooking, and other
things necessary for the maintenance of
life. All of it was gathered, and they
embarked on their journey. 

Nothing is written that suggests
the trip was considered inconvenient or
too laborious, just as such perspectives
were absent when Israel left Egypt.

AND INTO THE LAND OF CANAAN

THEY CAME

“ . . . and into the land of Canaan
they came.” 

We are speaking of a trip of around
700 miles – on foot, and moving along
with flocks and herds, and nearly 400
people. Those accustomed to ease and
convenience will not understand the
responses and incentives of faith.

Finally, they arrive. Again, the
details of the travel are not provided, or
how long it took to move across the
country for 700 miles. There will be
some details about his life after Abram
reaches the promised land. However, no
details are provided for the time it took
to get from Ur to Haran (800 miles), the
time Abram spent in Haran, and the
time to get from Haran to Canaan. Both
Moses and those of the New Covenant
era provide the day-to-day details of

Abram’s life in Canaan – but not prior
to that (Acts 7:2-8; Rom 4:2-16; Gal
3:6-9; Heb 7:1-9; Heb 11:8-12,17-19).

A Lesson to be Learned

There is a lesson to be learned
here. When it comes to assessing our
lives, or giving an account of them, the
burden of the emphasis should be
placed on the “newness of life.” There
is certainly a place for testifying of the
past, as Paul did concerning his own life
(1 Cor 15:9; Gal 1:13-14; 1 Tim 1:13;
22:3-5,20). The past life of those in
Christ is mentioned with discernment
(Rom 6:17-21; 1 Cor 6:6-11; Eph 2:1-
3,12; Tit 3:3; 1 Pet 2:12). 

However, what we are in Christ
Jesus more than offsets what we were
outside of Him. As the people of God
we should speak of it often, ad thus
bring glory to the One who has
delivered us.

   THE CANAANITE WAS THEN IN THE LAND   

“ 6  And Abram passed through the
land unto the place of Sichem, unto the
plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was
then in the land.”

There are no accounts of God
appearing to Abram along the way,
although in some way He directed him,
because He had promised He would
“show” Abram the land (Gen 12:1).

Precisely how He did this, we do not
know. Details like that are best learned
by experience. We are taught by this
record that we do not need all of the
details before we begin the journey.
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ABRAM PASSED THROUGH THE LAND

“And Abram passed through the
land . . .” Other versions read, “traveled
through the land,” NIV “went through,”
BBE “traversed the land,” SEPTUAGINT AND
“traveled through the country.” MESSAGE 

Stephen appears to allude this
period of time, as well as the rest of
Abraham’s time in Canaan, in his
review of Abraham before the
Sanhedrin: “Then came he out of the
land of the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in
Charran: and from thence, when his
father was dead, he removed him into
this land, wherein ye now dwell. And
He gave him none inheritance in it, no,
not so much as to set his foot on: yet
he promised that he would give it to
him for a possession, and to his seed
after him, when as yet he had no child” 
(Acts 7:4-5).

Abraham passed through the land
as a sojourner, never settling down in a
place of his own. It all began when he
arrived there from Haran. 

A Depiction of Spiritual Life

While it is not an exact picture, the
life of a person who is called of God is
seen in Abraham passing through the
land of promise. Such moves from place
to place in the trek to glory, always
keenly aware that he has not yet
reached his final destination. We traffic
in heavenly realms, and receive from
the bounty of heaven, and yet, as long
as we are in the earth, we are
sojourners, looking for a “better
country,” and a city “whose
BuilderandMaker is God” (Heb
11:10,16). 

The posture of the pilgrim is not
common during our time, but it is very
real, and much to be coveted. As soon
as a person settles  down in this world,

and becomes pleasantly accustomed to
dwelling here, the heavenly country
fades from the consideration, and the
things of God appear to be too plain to
occupy one’s attention. 

UNTO THE PLACE OF SICHEM

 “ . . . unto the place of Sichem,
unto the plain of Moreh.” Other
versions read, “to the place of
Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of
Moreh,” NKJV “And Abram passed
through the land as far as the site of
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh,” NASB 

“the site of the great tree of Moreh at
Shechem,” NIV “till he came to Shechem,
to the holy tree of Moreh,” BBE “into the
place of Sichem, as far as the noble
vale,” DOUAY “the place of Shechem, and
unto the plain of More,” GENEVA “the
place of Shechem, unto the terebinth of
Moreh,” JPS “the place Sychem, to the
high oak,” SEPTUAGINT “the holy place at
Shechem, the Oak of Moreh,” NJB “as far
as Shechem. There he set up camp
beside the oak of Moreh,” NLT “as the
sacred tree of Moreh in a place called
Shechem,” CEV “to the locality of
Shechem, to the oak or terebinth tree of
Moreh.” AMPLIFIED

Lexically, the  word “plain” is
defined as follows: “���� �'elown {ay-
lone'} Meaning:  1) tree, great tree, terebinth 2)
plain.” STRONG’S The word “terebinth”
refers to a tree, which several versions
have chosen as the proper rxpression of
the   text. 

The lexicons are not clear in their
definition of the word, and the
commentators are divided over whether
this refers to a plain, a tree, or a forest
of trees.  All that means there is not
enough evidence to establish a firm
meaning at this point. I will take it to
mean a plain, or level area, or a broad
unbroken expanse. If s tree is intended,
it is one that is in a plain.

THE CANAANITE WAS THEN IN THE
LAND

 “And the Canaanite was then in
the land.” 

When God first called Abram,
directing him to go to a land that he
would show him, He did not tell him He
was going to give him the land. He also
did not tell him it was an occupied land.
The patriarch had no cogent thought

about the comeliness of the land, or of
any lack thereof.

We do not know how long Abram
“passed through” the land, or how long
he stayed in Shechem. He must have
received some idea of the land as he
moved about through it. Only after he
had formed some perception of the land
did God tell him He was going to give it
to him and his seed after him. Now,
however, Abram is ready to hear from
the Lord.

   THE LORD APPEARED UNTO ABRAM   

“ 7a And the LORD appeared unto
Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I
give this land.”

Again, we have no idea of the time
frame here. There are matters where
time is not so critical. There are others

when it is crucial: like the flood, the
deliverance of Israel from Egypt, the
beginning and end of the Babylonian

TEREBINTH TREE 
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captivity,  the birth of Christ, the day of
Pentecost, and the end of the world.

THE LORD APPEARED UNTO ABRAM

“And the LORD appeared unto
Abram . . .” Another version reads,
“came to Abram.” BBE All of the other
versions I have read “appeared.” 

This is the first recorded incident
where the Lord is said to have appeared
to anyone. By “appeared,” the text
means there was some external way in
which Abram was made aware of the
presence of the Lord. We do not know 
how this took place.

The Lord had spoken to Abram
previously (Gen 12:1), so he had some
familiarity with the Lord. Now he had

also gained some familiarity with the
land to which the Lord had called him.

The Divine Manner

This appears to be a Divine manner
– to increase the amount of revelation
as a person gains more familiarity with
God, and more acquaintance with what
He gives. With Abraham, he had heard
from the Lord, acted upon that word,
been duly directed by the Lord, and had
seen the land to which he was going.
He was now ready for more revelation.

It is the same with those who have
been called to the marriage supper of
the Lamb. They become aware of the
Divine call, respond to it, and set out
for glory. Along the way their steps are
directed by the Lord. They are brought
to a place where they can personally
experience the salvation of God, and
begin surveying the land, so to speak.
In all of this, they are becoming more
acquainted with the Lord Himself, and
more familiar with the place to which
they have been called. It is within that
context that spiritual growth takes
place, with Jesus teaching them (Eph
4:20-21; 1 John 5:20), the Spirit
leading them (Rom 8:13), and tasting of
the fruit of heaven (Heb 6:4-5; 1 Pet
2:3). Now Divine visitations become
more frequent, the day begins to dawn
(2 Pet 1:19), and the eyes of their
understanding are opened (Eph 1:18-
20). Thus they go “from faith unto
faith,” and are changed “from glory
unto glory” (2 Cor 3:18).

However, these things do not occur

to those who fail to act when the Lord
calls, are not easily directed, and do not
make a practice of surveying the
spiritual realms to which they have
been brought. Many a poor soul
languishes in spiritual poverty because
they have not been sensitive to the call
of God, have not acted upon what they
know, and have failed to explore the
riches that are in the realm in which
they were once seated with Christ
Jesus (Eph 2:6).

UNTO THY SEED WILL I GIVE THIS
LAND

“ . . . and said, Unto thy seed will
I give this land.” Other versions read,
“your descendants,” NKJV “your
offspring,” NIV “your progeny,” NJB “your
heirs,” TNK “your family forever,” CEV and
“your children.” MESSAGE

When God first called Abram, He
said He was going to make a “great
nation” of him. At that time Abram had
no children, and at this time that is still
the case. Now Abram is past seventy-
five, and God speaks as though he has
a family of his own.

This promise – the promise of his
seed inheriting a land –  is reiterated a
number of times in Scripture (Gen
13:15; 17:8; 24:7; 26:3; 28:13;
50:24; Ex 13:5,11; 33:1; Num 14:16,
23,30; 32:11; Deut 1:8,35; 4:21; 6:10,
18,23; 7:13; 8:1; 9:5; 10:11; 11:9,21;
28:11; 30:20; 31:20,21; 31:23; 34:4;
Josh 1:6; 5:6; 21:43; Judges 2:1).

   THE RESPONSE OF ABRAM   

“ 7b and there builded he an altar
unto the LORD, who appeared unto
him.”

This is only the second time the
word “altar” is mentioned in Scripture.
The first was when Noah, following the
flood, built an altar for an offering of
every clean beat and fowl to the Lord.

THERE BUILDED HE AN ALTAR
“ . . . and there builded he an altar

unto the LORD . . .” 

The text does not say that
Abraham offered a sacrifice on this
altar. It is generally assumed that he
did, but the record does not say so. 

Jacob once put up a pillar to the
Lord, anointing it with oil. It was the
pillow upon which he had rested his
head when he had the vision of a ladder
reaching up to heaven, and the Lord
delivered great promises to him (Gen
28:10-20). It was there that he “called
upon the name of the Lord,” and vowed
a vow to God. He declared that the
pillar would be “the house of God,” and
vowed he would surely give a tenth to

ha r' ra'ah {raw-aw'} Meaning:  1) to see,
look at, inspect, perceive, consider 1a)
(Qal) 1a1) to see 1a2) to see, perceive 1a3)
to see, have vision 1a4) to look at, see,
regard, look after, see after, learn about,
observe, watch, look upon, look out, find
out 1a5) to see, observe, consider, look at,
give attention to, discern, distinguish 1a6)
to look at, gaze at 1b) (Niphal) 1b1) to
appear, present oneself 1b2) to be seen
1b3) to be visible 1c) (Pual) to be seen 1d)
(Hiphil) 1d1) to cause to see, show 1d2) to
cause to look intently at, behold, cause to
gaze at 1e) (Hophal) 1e1) to be caused to
see, be shown 1e2) to be exhibited to 1f)
(Hithpael) to look at each other, face.STRONG’S 

   MEANING OF THE WORD TRANSLATED     
                        “APPEARED”                           
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God of everything that was given to
him (Gen  28:19-20). It appears that
something of this order took place in
our text.

Abraham will return to this altar
much later, and will call upon the name
of the Lord there (Gen 13:3-4). 

It seems to me there are two
matters here that were addressed in
Abram building an altar. First, there was
the matter of thanksgiving for what

God  had promised. Second, Abraham
no doubt was sanctifying the land,
setting it apart for the Lord.
Notwithstanding, because these are
really nothing more than conjectures, I
will not put forth any other explanations
on the matter.

WHO APPEARED UNTO HIM
“ . . . who appeared unto him.”

Abram was not forgetful of the
blessing that he had just experienced.

God had “appeared” to him, and that is
anything but an ordinary experience.

A Lesson to be Learned

Insightful souls will extend
themselves to give thanks and honor to
God when special benefits are
vouchsafed to them. There may very
well be places that are associated with
spiritual epochs, and it is comely to
frequently remember those epochs and
build upon them.

   ABRAM BUILDS ANOTHER ALTAR   

“ 8 And he removed from thence
unto a mountain on the east of Bethel,
and pitched his tent, having Bethel on
the west, and Hai on the east: and
there he builded an altar unto the
LORD, and called upon the name of the
LORD.”

Abraham continues his trek through
the land. Now, however, he has some
additional information from the Lord to
cheer his heart, and provoke holy
contemplations. His journey confirms to
us that as we make faithful and
obedient progress in the journey of
faith, exceeding great and precious
promises will be vouchsafed to us, by
which we will become partakers of the
Divine nature. This marvelous process
was introduced in the pilgrimage of
Abraham. Yet, even he did not receive
the promise, but had to live in
anticipation of its fulfillment.

HE REMOVED UNTO A
MOUNTAIN

It is thought that this mountain
was the present mountain Beitin. ALBERT

BARBES We do not know why moved, or if
the was any other reason than this: that
he was journeying through the land.

HE BUILDED AN ALTAR UNTO
THE LORD

This is now the second altar that
Abraham builds, thereby confirming his

faith in God, thankfulness for His
benefits, and in conformation that he
has forsaken all to follow the Lord.

There are a number of men who
have built altars unto the Lord.

( NOAH. “And Noah builded an altar
unto the LORD; and took of every
clean beast, and of every clean
fowl, and offered burnt offerings
on the altar” (Gen 8:20).

( ABRAM. “And he removed from
thence unto a mountain on the east
of Bethel, and pitched his tent,
having Bethel on the west, and Hai
on the east: and there he builded
an altar unto the LORD, and called
upon the name of the LORD” (Gen
12:8)

“And they came to the place which
God had told him of; and Abraham
built an altar there, and laid the
wood in order, and bound Isaac his
son, and laid him on the altar upon
the wood” (Gen 22:9)

( ISAAC. “And he builded an altar
there, and called upon the name of
the LORD, and pitched his tent
there: and there Isaac's servants
digged a well” (Gen 26:25).

( MOSES. “And Moses built an altar,
and called the name of it
Jehovahnissi.” (Ex 17:15).

“And Moses wrote all the words of
the LORD, and rose up early in the
morning, and builded an altar under
the hill, and twelve pillars,
according to the twelve tribes of
Israel” (Ex 24:4).

( JOSHUA. “Then Joshua built an altar
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unto the LORD God of Israel in
mount Ebal” (Josh 8:30).

( GIDEON. “Then Gideon built an altar
there unto the LORD, and called it
Jehovahshalom: unto this day it is
yet in Ophrah of the Abiezrites”
(Judg 6:24).

( SAMUEL. “And his return was to
Ramah; for there was his house;
and there he judged Israel; and
there he built an altar unto the
LORD” (1 Sam 7:17).

( SAUL. “And Saul built an altar unto
the LORD: the same was the first
altar that he built unto the LORD”
(1 Sam 14:35).

( ELIJAH. “And with the stones he
built an altar in the name of the
LORD: and he made a trench about
the altar, as great as would contain
two measures of seed” (1 Kgs
18:32),

These altars were a testimony of
the impact of God-consciousness upon
the human spirit. In the instances that
have been cited, there was no
commandment to build an altar – yet
the men were compelled to do so. The
altars were generally said to be built
“unto the Lord.” That is, He was the
reason for building them and the One to
whom they were wholly dedicated.

In each case, there had been some
kind of association with God that could
not be forgotten.

HE CALLED UPON THE NAME OF
THE LORD

What does it mean to call upon the
name of the Lord? This is an activity
that took place before the Law, during
the Law, and is set forth as something
related to the salvation of God in Christ
Jesus: “For whosoever shall call upon
the name of the Lord shall be saved”
(Acts 2:21; Rom 10:13). 

Paul instructed Timothy to “follow
righteousness, faith, charity, peace with
them that call on the Lord out of a pure
heart” (2 Tim 2:22). He spoke of the
Corinthians being identified “with all
that in every place call upon the name
of Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Cor 1:2). 

Calling upon the name of the Lord
involves invoking God in prayer – or
calling for His attention; petitioning for
help or support; to make an earnest

request; or to make a strong appeal to.

Calling upon the name of the Lord
is a verbal acknowledgment that He
alone is God, and that the one calling
upon His name is depending upon Him.
Unwavering reliance upon the Lord is
confessed, and there is an acute
awareness that there is no one else
who can do what the praying one calls
upon the Lord to do. It is as though in
building the altar unto the Lord
Abraham was acknowledging that he d
knew no one but the Lord could bring
such a thing to pass, as his seed
receiving and possessing this land.

Unfortunately, we live in a time
when there is not much calling upon the
name of the Lord. When Abram built an
altar unto the Lord and called upon Him,
he was not being threatened by an
enemy. This was not the call of a man
surrounded by danger and hostility that
were about to do him in. This was a call
that PRECEDED danger.

Viewed from the vantage point of
the New Covenant, calling upon the
name of the Lord is coming to the
throne of all grace to obtain mercy and
find grace to help in the time of need
(Heb 4:16). Such a call issues forth
from the lips of those who sense they
are strangers and foreigners in the
world. They call out in the hour of
temptation,  not only when they are in
the belly of the fish.

Let us be like our father Abraham,
and call upon the Lord as we journey
through the land en route to glory,
being sensitive of both His presence
and His will; His salvation and His
reward.

   ABRAM CONTINUED HIS JOURNEY   

“ 9 And Abram journeyed, going on
still toward the south.” Other versions
read, “continuing toward the Negev,”
NASB “journeyed on by stages toward
the Negeb,”NRSV “went and encamped in

the wilderness,” SEPTUAGINT “made his
way stage by stage to the Negeb,” NJB

“continued slowly southward to the
Negeb, pausing frequently,” LIVING 

“started out toward the Southern

Desert,” CEV “moved on toward the
Negev, stopping for a time at several
places on the way,” ERV “journeyed on,
still going toward the South (the
Negeb).” AMPLIFIED

Having prepared for the development of a holy nation, God now calls of Abram into His “eternal purpose”  – Given O. Blakely
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SOUTH
Most versions use the word

“negev” or “negeb.” This is a
transliteration of the word translated
“south.” The following is an explanation
of the word. ““There was a certain tract of
country or portion of Palestine which was variously
designated as “the South,” “the South Country,” or
South.” . . . It was the abode of the Amalekites at the
time that the spies searched the land, for in their
report they said, “The Amalekites dwell in the land of
the south,” and when Israel came by the way of the
spies, or the second time to Kadesh, king Arad, who
had come out against them, is said to have dwelt in
the south, i.e. in the South Country, when his seat lay
at the time to their north (21:1). This district or tract
of country was evidently the south part of Judaea, or
the southern portion of the Land of Promise. It is
spoken of in Judges 1:16 as “the wilderness of Judah,
south of Arad;” and it is found to be, according to the
meaning of the word wilderness, a hilly region, a strip
of hilly country, running from the Dead Sea westward
across the land of Palestine, or somewhat obliquely to
the southwest, rising abruptly in grand precipices from
the shore of the Dead Sea; next forming a high and
extensive elevated plateau, intersected towards the
west by one or two ranges of mountains; and finally
sloping westward or sinking gradually into the land of
Gerar, or the great plain south and southeast of Gaza.” 
McCLINTOK & STRONG’S

GOING ON STILL

The words “going on still” are
depicted in a certain way by various
versions: “journeyed by stages,” NASB

“encamped in the wilderness,”
SEPTUAGINT/ABP “stage by stage,” NJB

“continued slowly . . . pausing
frequently,” LIVING and “stopping for a
time at several places.” ERV

Such a process should not be
difficult for us to envision. There were
probably over four hundred people
traveling along, with all of the herds
and flocks that they had. The journey
was such as would require frequent
stops to graze the animals, end rest and
feed the people.

THE PARALLEL TO SPIRITUAL
LIFE

While our trek to glory is not
necessarily characterized by frequent
stops, it is a life that is lived out in
successive stages. It is depicted in
Scripture as being changed from “in
ever increasing splendor and from one
degree of glory to another.” AMPLIFIED 

In one sense of the word, these

stages are set forth as being three.
John wrote to people who were found
in these stages. Here is how he put it:
“I write unto you, fathers, because ye
have known him that is from the
beginning. I write unto you, young men,
because ye have overcome the wicked
one. I write unto you, little children,
because ye have known the Father. I
have written unto you, fathers, because
ye have known him that is from the
beginning. I have written unto you,
young men, because ye are strong, and
the word of God abideth in you, and ye
have overcome the wicked one” (1
John 2:13-14).

In spiritual life, growth consists of
moving from one of these stages to the
next – from “little children” to “young
men,” to “fathers.” This involves
advancing from knowing the Father to
overcoming the wicked one, being
strong, and having the word of God
abiding in you, to knowing Him that is
from the beginning –i.e. having a firm
grasp upon His “eternal purpose.” In all
of this advancement we are being
confirmed to the image of God’s Son.

   CONCLUSION   

Notice the nature of God’s
involvement with men that commences
with the twelfth chapter. It reveals a
certain advancement in revelation and
communication.

( ADAM. The only thing about the
future that was revealed was that
the Seed of the woman would
bruise the head of the serpent, and
the serpent would bruise His heel
(Gen 3:15). God’s purpose for man
was not made known, and the
salvation of God was concealed.

( ENOS. In the day of Enos men
began to call upon the name of the
Lord, sensing their need of Him.
There is no record of anything new
being revealed to them, or any
additional promise (Gen 4:26).

( ENOCH. Enoch is the first man said
to have walked with God. God was
revealed to him as a God of
judgment, who would execute
judgment on the ungodly and
convince them of their rebellious
nature (Jude 1:13-14). No
additional promise was made
known, and no insight was given
concerning the coming salvation.

( NOAH. Noah is the second man said
to have walked with God. A
specific judgment was revealed to
him, and he was told that he and
those with him would pass safely
through it. The fact that God would
not destroy the world by a flood
was made known to him (Gen
9:11). No additional word or
promise concerning the coming

salvation was made known to Him,
nor any further insight concerning
God’s eternal purpose. Even
though God thought concerning the
depravity of man (Gen 6:5; 8:21),
there is no record of him sharing
this with Noah. 

( ABRAM. Here is the first man who
was called to go to another area –
a land that would be given to him
and his seed. He is told of a future
generation that would come from
him. In His involvements with
Abram, God will reveal a coming
Seed through whom all the world
will be blessed. He makes known
that a special land will be given to
a special people. Abram is told that
God will make him great, bless
him, and make him a blessing. 

Having prepared for the development of a holy nation, God now calls of Abram into His “eternal purpose”  – Given O. Blakely
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Our next Hungry Saints Meeting will  be held on Friday, 10/21/11. We will continue our series of
lessons on the book of Genesis. The twentieth  lesson will cover verses 10-20 of chapter Twelve:
“ABRAHAM’S EXPERIENCE IN EGYPT.” Because there was a famine in Canaan, Abram went down to
Egypt to sojourn there until the cessation of the famine. As they approached Egypt, Abram counseled
his wife to say she was his sister, seeing that she was an especially attractive woman.  This highly
controversial passage records the first confirmation of God treating people in accord with how they
treated Abraham. Our meeting will begin at 7:00 P.M. You are invited to bring your family and friends
for fellowship around the Word of God. Refreshments are served afterward, with a time of extended
fellowship for everyone.

You see how the revelation of God
is progressing as time marches on. At
the time Abram becomes prominent in
the working of the Lord, approximately
2,000 years of human history has
passed. During that time (to the point of
our text), and concerning future times,
the following had been made known.

( The Seed of the woman would
bruise the head of the serpent (Gen
3:15a).

( The serpent would bruise the heel
of the Seed of the woman (Gen
3:15b).

( A great nation would spring from
Abraham (Gen 12:2).

( All families of the earth would be
blessed through the Seed of
Abraham (Gen 12:3).

That represents the prophecies of

the future that extended beyond the
lives of the people involved with God,
that were given during the first 2,000
years of human history.

However, from this point on, there
will be a remarkable amount of
revelation concerning the future, and
the salvation that was purposed before
the world began. This is the nature of
the Kingdom of God – it is always in
the forward posture.
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