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Since May, 1993, a ministry instituted for the encouragement of believers in Christ

LESSON NUMBER 34

Jesus now enters into the final phase of His ministry. The
reason for which He came into the world now becomes His sole
focus. Introductions to the Divine nature, and epochal acts of
kindness are now relegated to a secondary position. He will still
minister, showing unparalleled mercy among the people. But this is
not what will now dominate His thoughts. He focuses on going to
Jerusalem, where His betrayal, death, burial, resurrection and
ascension will take place. He sends messengers before Him to alert
the people to His coming, and the Samaritans, seeing He is
determined to go to Jerusalem, refuse to receive Him. The disciples
respond in an inappropriate way, which Jesus rebukes. Then some
would-be followers say they want to be Christ’s disciples, and
Jesus clarifies what it meant to be His disciple. 
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   INTRODUCTION   

  A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE TEXT  
Jesus now enters into the final

phase of His ministry – the period
during which He will focus on preparing
to lay down His life, which period will
cover nearly half of His total ministry of
a little more than three years. The
reason for which He came into the
world now becomes His sole focus. 

Introductions to the Divine nature,
and epochal acts of kindness are now
relegated to a secondary position. He
will still minister, showing unparalleled
mercy among the people. But this is not
what will now dominate His thoughts.
He focuses on going to Jerusalem,
where His betrayal, death, burial,
resurrection and ascension will take

place. The “holy city” (Neh 11:1; Isa
52:2; Matt 4:5) became the city in
which the “curse” of God was
expressed (Gal 3:13). Here the
profound wickedness of men was
revealed, as well as the superior
wisdom of God. Here, what men could
not do, God did, reconciling men
through the death of His only begotten

        54 VERSIONS OF THE ENGLISH SCRIPTURES        
ABP=Apostolic Bible Polyglot m(1992); ALT=Analytical-Literal Translation (2005), AMPLIFIED =Amplified Bible (1965), ABP=Apostolic Bible
Polygot with Greek Interlinear (2003); ASV=American Standard Version (1901), BBE=Bible in Basic English (1949), BRENT=Brenton’s
English Septuagint; CEB =Common English Bible (2011); CEV=Contemporary English Version (1995); DRA=Douay-Rheims (1899), EMTV
=English Majority Text (2002); ERV =English Revised Version (1885), ETH = Etheridge Translation (1849); ETRV = Easy to Read (1999),
ESV=English Stand Version (2001), GENEVA=Geneva Bible (1599), GNB=Good News (1966), GSNT =Goodspeed (1923), GWN =God’s
Word (1995), IE= International English (1973), NIRV=New Int’l Readers Version (1998); ISV=International Standard Version (1967),
JPS=Jewish Publication Society (1917), JUB=Jubilee Bible (2003); KJV=King James Version (1611), LITV= Literal Translation of the Bible
(1976), LEW = Lewis Translation (1896); LIVING=Living Bible (1971), MESSAGE=The Message (1993), MGI = Peshitta Translation (2006);
MIT =Idiomatic Version; MKJV= Modern KJV (1962), MONTGOMERY=Montgomery’s New Testament (2001), MRD=Peshitta-James
Murdock Translation (1852), NAB=New American Bible (2002), NASB=New American Standard Bible (1977), NAU=New American Standard
Bible (1995),  NIB=New International Bible, NIV=New International Version (1984), NJB=New Jerusalem Bible (1985), NKJV=New King
James Version (1979), NLT=New Living Translation (1996), NOY = George Noyes Bible (1869); NRSV=New Revised Standard Version
(1989), PHILLIPS=J B Phillips New Testament (1962), PNT=Bishop’s New Testament (1595), ROT = Rotheram Bible (1999); RPTE =
Revised Patriarchal Greek Orthodox New Testament; RSV=Revised Standard Version (1952), TNK=JPS Tanakj (1985), WEB=Webster
Bible (1833),WEYMOUTH=Weymouth’s New Testament (1903), WILLIAMS=William’s New Testament (1937), TYNDALE=Tyndale’s Bible
(1526), WYCLIFFE=Wycliffe New Testament (1382), YLT =Young’s Literal Translation (1862)

        GREEK LEXICON LEGEND        
FRIBERG; LOUW-NIDA; LIDDELL SCOTT; THAYER; VGNT GREEK DICTIONARY; GINGRICH

Lesson Number 34

The Book of Luke, 3/4/2016

A MINISTRY INITIATED IN
MAY 1993, AND DEDICATED
TO STRENGTHENING THOSE
WHO ARE IN CHRIST, BY
BUILDING THEIR FAITH,
ENHANCING THEIR JOY, AND
STABILIZING THEIR HOPE, 
ENABLING THEM TO WORK
OUT THEIR SALVATION WITH
FEAR AND TREMBLING.

P E R S U A D E D O F  T H E
NECESSITY OF KNOWING THE
CERTAINTY OF THE THINGS
WE BELIEVE, LUKE MAKES US
MORE FIRM BY BUTTRESSING
O U R  F A I T H ,  A N D
CONFIRMING WE HAVE NOT
EMBRACED FABLES.

DISCLAIMER: The quoting of other translations is not to be taken as a condoning of them. My purpose is rather to show the remarkable diversity, and sometimes outright
contradictions that exist among these various versions of Scripture. Our understanding of the Word of God ultimately depends upon our comprehension of the Lord
Himself and His eternal purpose. Where this understanding is not present, we are shut up to scholasticism and conjecture, both of which are of the world, not of God.

LUKE 9:51 "And it came to pass, when the time was come that He should be received up, He steadfastly set His face to go to
Jerusalem, 52 And sent messengers before His face: and they went, and entered into a village of the Samaritans, to make
ready for Him. 53 And they did not receive Him, because His face was as though He would go to Jerusalem. 54 And when
His disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and
consume them, even as Elias did? 55 But He turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are
of. 56 For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them. And they went to another village. 57 And it
came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto Him, Lord, I will follow Thee whithersoever Thou
goest. 58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man hath not where to
lay His head. 59 And He said unto another, Follow Me. But He said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. 60 Jesus
said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. 61 And another also said, Lord,
I will follow Thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. 62 And Jesus said unto him, No
man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Luke 9:51-62
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Son (2 Cor 5:18-20).

Jesus sends messengers before
Him to alert the people to His coming,
and the Samaritans, seeing He is
determined to go to Jerusalem, refuse
to receive Him. Some disciples respond
in an inappropriate way, which Jesus
rebukes. Drawing attention to the kind
of spirit He came to bring. 

Then some would-be followers say
they want to be Christ’s disciples, and
Jesus clarifies what it meant to be His
disciple. 

The commitment of Jesus to do
the will of God is frequently accented in
Scripture, both by Jesus and the
Apostles. He lived out before men what
is meant by the following expressions.

STATEMENTS OF JESUS
- "I can of Mine own Self do nothing:

as I hear, I judge: and My judgment
is just; because I seek not Mine own
will, but the will of the Father which
hath sent Me."  (John 5:30)

- "For I came down from heaven, not
to do Mine own will, but the will of

Him that sent Me."  (John 6:38)

- "For whosoever shall do the will of
God, the same is My brother, and
My sister, and mother."  (Mark 3:35)

- "Not every one that saith unto Me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of My Father which is
in heaven."  (Matt 7:21)

- "And He went a little farther, and
fell on His face, and prayed, saying,
O My Father, if it be possible, let
this cup pass from Me: nevertheless
not as I will, but as Thou wilt." 
(Mat 26:39)

- "Then answered Jesus and said unto
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you,
The Son can do nothing of himself,
but what he seeth the Father do: for
what things soever He doeth, these
also doeth the Son likewise."  (John
5:19)

- "I can of mine own self do nothing:
as I hear, I judge: and My judgment
is just; because I seek not Mine own
will, but the will of the Father which
hath sent Me."  (John 5:30)

- "Then said Jesus unto them, When
ye have lifted up the Son of Man,
then shall ye know that I am He, and
that I do nothing of Myself; but as
My Father hath taught Me, I speak
these things. And He that sent Me is
with Me: the Father hath not left Me
alone; for I do always those things
that please Him."  (John 8:28-29)

STATEMENTS OF THE APOSTLES
- "I beseech you therefore, brethren,

by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is
your reasonable service."  (Rom
12:1)

- "Forasmuch then as Christ hath
suffered for us in the flesh, arm
yourselves likewise with the same
mind: for he that hath suffered in
the flesh hath ceased from sin; That
he no longer should live the rest of
his time in the flesh to the lusts of

men, but to the will of God."  (1 Pet
4:1-2)

- "Not with eyeservice, as
menpleasers; but as the servants of
Christ, doing the will of God from
the heart."  (Eph 6:6)

- "That ye might walk worthy of the
Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful
in every good work, and increasing
in the knowledge of God"  (Col
1:10)

- "Whether therefore ye eat, or drink,
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God."  (1 Cor 10:31)

- "And whatsoever ye do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the
Father by him."  (Col 3:17)

- "And whatsoever ye do, do it
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto
men."  (Col 3:23)

- "For ye have need of patience, that,
after ye have done the will of God,
ye might receive the promise."  (Heb
10:36)

- "And the world passeth away, and
the lust thereof: but he that doeth
the will of God abideth for ever."  (1
John 2:17)

- “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our
infirmities: for we know not what
we should pray for as we ought: but
the Spirit itself maketh intercession
for us with groanings which cannot
be uttered. And He that searcheth
the hearts knoweth what is the mind
of the Spirit, because He maketh
intercession for the saints according
to the will of God."  (Rom 8:226-
27).

- "Who gave Himself for our sins, that
He might deliver us from this present
evil world, according to the will of
God and our Father." (Gal 1:4)

- "Wherefore be ye not unwise, but
understanding what the will of the
Lord is." (Eph 5:17)
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- "Not with eyeservice, as
menpleasers; but as the servants of
Christ, doing the will of God from
the heart."  (Eph 6:6)

- "For ye have need of patience, that,
after ye have done the will of God,
ye might receive the promise." (Heb
10:36)

- "For so is the will of God, that with
well doing ye may put to silence the
ignorance of foolish men: As free,
and not using your liberty for a cloak
of maliciousness, but as the
servants of God."  (1 Pet 2:15-16)

- "For it is better, if the will of God be
so, that ye suffer for well doing,
than for evil doing."  (1 Pet 3:17)

- "That he no longer should live the
rest of his time in the flesh to the
lusts of men, but to the will of God." 
(1 Pet 4:2)

- "Wherefore let them that suffer
according to the will of God commit
the keeping of their souls to Him in
well doing, as unto a faithful
Creator."  (1 Pet 4:19)

- "And the world passeth away, and

the lust thereof: but he that doeth
the will of God abideth for ever."  (1
John 2:17)

I have taken the time to confirm
the centrality of the will of God because
of the current “Christian” emphasis of
God helping men to realize their
personal dreams, ambitions, and
purposes. It is true, "Delight thyself
also in the LORD; and He shall give thee
the desires of thine heart" (Psa 37:4).
However, that expression is to be
considered within the context of the
purpose of God, as revealed in the life
and ministry of Jesus Christ.

   THE TIME WAS COME WHEN HE SHOULD BE RECEIVED UP   

LUKE 9:51A "And it came to pass,
when the time was come that He
should be received up.” 

WHEN THE TIME WAS COME
"And it came to pass, when the

time was come . . .” 

Other versions read, “And it came
about, when the days were
approaching,” NASB “as the time
approached,” NIV “when the days drew
near,” NRSV “when the days were well-
nigh come,” ASV “in the completing of
the days, YLT and “when the time was
almost come.” AMPLIFIED

WHAT WAS ACCOMPLISHED
This was speaking of a period of

time that would begin with the
aggression of the religious authorities,
include Jesus’ betrayal, suffering,
death, resurrection, and ascension. All
of the things associated with His death
were essential. Perhaps it will be helpful
to briefly review what would be
accomplished during this time, that
Jesus knew was drawing near.
Personalities involved included men,
angels, the Holy Spirit, Jesus Himself,
the Father, Satan, and wicked
principalities and powers. Here are
thirty-five things that were involved.
This is not intended to be a complete
listing, so you may very well think of

more.

- Despised and rejected of men (Isa
53:3).

- Be rejected of the elders, and of the
chief priests, and scribes” (Mk 8:31)

- Be rejected of that generation (Lk
17:25).

- Suffer many things of the elders, the
chief priests, and the scribes (Matt
16:21)

- Suffer many things (Lk 17:25).

- He was oppressed and afflicted (Isa
53:7).

- Taken from prison and from
judgment (Isa 53:8).

- Cut off out of the land of the living 
(Isa 53:8).

- Stricken for the transgression of the
people (Isa 53:8).

- Bruised by the Lord (Isa 53:10).

- His soul was made an offering for
sin (Isa 53:10).

- Bore their iniquities (Isa 53:11).

- Poured out His soul unto death (Psa
53:12).

- Was numbered with the
transgressors (Isa 53:12).

- Bore the sins of men (Isa 53:12).

- Experienced travail of soul (Isa
53:11).

- Be betrayed into the hands of men
(Matt 17:22; 20:18; 26:48; Mk
14:41).

- Betrayed to be crucified (Matt 26:2)

- Condemned to death (Matt 20:18).

- Be delivered to the Gentiles to be
mocked, scourged, and crucified
(Matt 20:19).

- Be made a curse (Gal 3:13).

- Be made to be sin for us (2 Cor
5:21)

- Bore our griefs and carried our
sorrows (Isa 53:4).

- Made His grave with the wicked (Isa
53:9).

- Wounded for our transgressions,
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bruised for our iniquities, and the
chastisement of our peace was upon
Him (Isa 53:5).

- Learned obedience by the things that
He suffered (Heb 5:8).

- All of His bones were out of joint
(Psa 22:14).

- His hands and feet were pierced
(Psa 22:16; Zech 12:10'3:6).

- His appearance wad disfigured more
than any of the sons of men (Isa
52:14).

- Given vinegar to drink (Psa 69:21;
John 19:29).

- Be killed (Matt 16:21; 17:23; Mk
8:31; Lk 9:22).

- Through His death destroyed him
that had the power of death, that is,
the devil (Heb 2:14).

- Spoiled principalities and powers
(Col 2:15).

- Be raised again the third day (Matt
16:21; 17:23; Mk 8:31; Lk 9:22).

- Ascend up into heaven (John 6:62;
Acts 1:9-11; Eph 4:8-10).

The manner in which this period of
time is described is most arresting. The
final act stands for the whole, signifying
that everything intended to be
accomplished by Christ’s death, burial,
and resurrection, was, in fact,
accomplished.

THAT HE SHOULD BE RECEIVED UP

 “ . . . that He should be received
up. . .”

Other versions read, “the days
were approaching for His ascension,”
NASB “for Him to be taken up to heaven,”
NIV “to be taken up,” NRSV “His receiving
up,” DARBY “His assumption,” DOUAY and
“His ascent.” MIT 

Other expressions relating to this
period of time are as follows:

"Now before the feast of the Passover,
when Jesus knew that His hour was
come that he should depart out of this
world unto the Father, having loved His
own which were in the world, He loved
them unto the end” (John 13:1).

"And now I am no more in the world,
but these are in the world, and I come
to Thee. Holy Father, keep through
Thine own name those whom Thou
hast given Me, that they may be one,
as We are" (John 17:11).

The ascension of Christ is not
frequently referenced in modern day
preaching. However, it is a critical part
of the Gospel. It is at this point that the
benefits of Christ’s death, burial, and
resurrection, became operational. It is
then, because God had been “satisfied”
(Isa 53:11) that His reign began.

When Jesus ascended from Olivet
to glory, the disciples saw Him taken up
in a cloud (Acts 1:9). Daniel was given
a vision that saw Jesus returning to
heaven with clouds, and what took
place at that time. “I saw in the night
visions, and, behold, one like the Son of
man came with the clouds of heaven,
and came to the Ancient of days, and
they brought Him near before Him. And
there was given Him dominion, and
glory, and a kingdom, that all people,
nations, and languages, should serve
Him: His dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which shall not pass away,
and His kingdom that which shall not be
destroyed" (Dan 7:13-14).

Doctrinally, Paul declared that
ascension, affirming that at that time
“gifts” were given to the church: "But
unto every one of us is given grace
according to the measure of the gift of
Christ. Wherefore he saith, When He
ascended up on high, He led captivity
captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now
that He ascended, what is it but that He
also descended first into the lower parts
of the earth? He that descended is the
same also that ascended up far above
all heavens, that He might fill all
things.) And He gave some, apostles;
and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers; For the perfecting of the

saints, for the work of the ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ: Till
we all come in the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ: That we henceforth be no more
children, tossed to and fro, and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by
the sleight of men, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to
deceive; But speaking the truth in love,
may grow up into Him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ: From
whom the whole body fitly joined
together and compacted by that which
every joint supplieth, according to the
effectual working in the measure of
every part, maketh increase of the body
unto the edifying of itself in love" (Eph
4:7-16).

THERE IS NO QUESTION ABOUT THIS
Let there be no question about

this. Since Jesus has returned to
heaven, and has been enthroned at the
right hand of God, the church has been
thoroughly equipped to accomplish the
responsibility associated with being
“the pillar and ground of the truth” (1
Tim 3:15), the “epistle of Christ” (2 Cor
3:3), and “lights” that emit Divine glory
(Phil 2:15). The church is an exhibit of
what God does in salvation. It brings
the grace of God into the view of men.

Whatever is required for men to be
freed from the dominion of sin, remain
free from it, bear fruit unto God, please
God, and adequately prepare for the
coming of the Lord, IS IN PLACE AND
ACCESSIBLE TO ALL WHO BELIEVE.

If the church collectively, or any
individual “Christian” is in an
unacceptable condition before God, it is
not owing to any deficiency in what
Jesus accomplished, or any lack of
Divine provision. The presence of such
conditions is owing to unbelief and the
neglect of this great salvation (Heb
2:3). Any attempted explanation for
leaving their first love (Rev 2:4),_being
“dead” (Rev 3:1), “lukewarm” (Rev
3:16), or being overcome by the world
(1 John 5:4-5) is thoroughly
unacceptable. It is repentance that is
required (Acts 5:31; 17:30;
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20:21;6:20; Rom 2:4; 2 Cor 7:10' 2
Tim 2:24-25; 2 Pet 3:9).

The world has seen enough of
churches that obscure and contradict
the accomplishments of Christ through
His death, burial, resurrection, and
ascension. It is well past time for the
Lord Jesus Christ to be honored by
living in the power of His resurrection.
Jesus gave Himself completely to what
He was sent to do, and is it wholly out
of order for any person or group of
persons associated with His name to be

living as though Jesus failed to do what
He was sent to do. We do not need
explanations for the conditions that
exist, but their eradication. The
weapons of our warfare need to be
picked up, and the good fight of fight
embraced with godly determination.
Although it appears it does not know it,
the church is at war, and it is not with
human peers. It is wrestling against
“principalities and powers, and spiritual
wickedness in high places” (Eph 6:12)
– spiritual forces that have dominated
the world. It also has to contend with

doctrines, or teachings, that are being
perpetrated by demons (1 Tim 4:1), and
they cannot be neutralized by
scholarship, a knowledge of the Greek,
or religious tradition. Everything – I say
“EVERYTHING” – that is required to
overcome these opponents is made
available to the people of God. It is
wrong to ignore what Jesus
accomplished at Jerusalem, and what
He is doing now while occupying the
Throne in heaven (Rev 3:21; 5:6; 7:17;
22:1). It is wrong to ignore these
gracious and effective provisions.

   HE STEADFASTLY SET HIS FACE   

“ 9:51B He steadfastly set His face
to go to Jerusalem.”

STEADFASTLY SET HIS FACE
“He steadfastly set His face . . .”

Other versions read, “resolutely
set His face,” NASB “resolutely set out,”
NIV “His face was turned to go,” BBE “He
determined to go,” CEB “He made his
decision to set out for,” CJB”determined
to journey to,” CSB “settled himself fully
to,” GENEVA “resolutely determined to,” NAB

and “fixed his face to go.” YLT 

In Jesus we are beholding
something of what is involved in doing
the will of the Lord. This is the
Optimum Man setting out to do the
most significant task – the will of God.
He is filled with the Holy Spirit, has the
angels of God at His beck, and is
supported by the Father in heaven.
Surely, doing the will of the Lord will be
relatively simplistic for Him – at least
that is what some might imagine. 

We will find, however, that this
was not the case at all. Jesus had to be

resolute, courageous, unhesitating,
brave, beyond doubt, and determinant.
He could not fulfill the will of God
casually, or by some form of Divine
automation. He was doing the will of
God in a fiercely competitive
environment, and in a surrounding of
spiritual and mortal decay. 

The Lord Jesus would not allow
anything to turn Him aside. No apparent
crisis would arise that would delay Him
going to Jerusalem. That is the posture
of the mind that is determined to do the
will of God.

When Solomon built the house of
the Lord as he had been commissioned
to do, he “determined to build an house
for the name of the Lord” (2 Chron
2:1). When the early church found out
some of their brethren were
experiencing a drought, they
“determined to send relief” to them
(Acts 11:29). When Paul preached to
the Corinthians, he “determined not to
know anything among them, save Jesus
Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor 2:2).

Therefore, setting the example for

us all, Jesus determined, setting His
face steadfastly, to go to Jerusalem.
That would be the place where the
appointed sacrifice would be made.

TO GO TO JERUSALEM
“ . . . to go to Jerusalem.” 

The prophecy of Joel would be
fulfilled by Jesus: "And it shall come to
pass, that whosoever shall call on the
name of the LORD shall be delivered:
for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall
be deliverance, as the LORD hath said,
and in the remnant whom the LORD
shall call" (Joel 2:32). 

Also, the prophecy of Zechariah
would be fulfilled: "In that day there
shall be a fountain opened to the house
of David and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness." 
(Zec 13:1). This is the city where the
sacrifice would be made, the burial
would be carried out, Christ’s
resurrection would be accomplished,
and the ascension would take place.
That is where the redemptive work
would take place. 

   HE SENT MESSENGERS BEFORE HIS FACE   

“ 52 And sent messengers before
His face: and they went, and entered

into a village of the Samaritans, to
make ready for Him.” 

HE SENT MESSENGERS
“And sent messengers before His
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face . . .”

Most all versions read
“messengers.” Some conjecture, on the
basis of what follows, that these
“messengers” were John and James.
PULPIT COMMENTARY 

Albert Barnes writes, “To prepare a
place, lodgings, refreshments. He had no
reason to expect that he would experience
any kind treatment from the Samaritans if
he came suddenly among them, and if they
saw that he was going to Jerusalem.” 

John Calvin writes: “It is probable
that our Lord was, at that time, attended
by a great multitude of followers; for the
messengers were not sent to prepare a
splendid banquet, or to select some
magnificent palace, but only to tell that a
vast number of guests were approaching.”

Matthew Henry writes: “He sent
messengers before his face, some of

his disciples, that went to take up
lodgings, and to know whether he
might have leave to accommodate
himself and his company among them;
for he would not come to give offence,
or if they took any umbrage at the
number of his followers. He sent some
to make ready for him, not for state,
but convenience, and that his coming
might be no surprise.”

It is my persuasion that these
“messengers” were sent to apprize the
Samaritans that Jesus was going to be
there soon with a large company; and
also that the “messengers” should
“make ready for Him,” as the next
clause states.

THEY WENT
“ . . . and they went, and entered

into a village of the Samaritans, to
make ready for Him.” 

Other versions read, “to make
arrangements for Him,” NASB “to get
things ready for Him,” NIV “to prepare for
His arrival,” CEB “prepare Him lodging,”
GENEVA “to prepare for His reception
there,” NAB “to reserve rooms for them in
a Samaritan village,” LIVING and “to make
arrangements for His hospitality.” MESSAGE 

Jesus apparently planned to
remain there for a brief time – perhaps
to spent the night and rest. Doubtless,
He would also come prepared to teach
the people and minister among them
while He was there – perhaps heal the
sick, and cast out demons as well. This
appears to have been His manner
everywhere He went. He is rarely seen
passing through an area without
teaching and ministering to the people
in some way, healing their sick, and
casting out demons.  To say the least.
This was a wonderful opportunity for
the people in the village being alerted,
but they chose to pass it by.

   THEY DID NOT RECEIVE HIM   

“ 53 And they did not receive Him,
because His face was as though He
would go to Jerusalem.”

THEY DID NOT RECEIVE HIM
“And they did not receive Him. . .“

Other versions read, “did not
welcome Him,” NIV “would not have him
there,” BBE would not let him stay,” CJB

“refused to welcome him,” NET “they were
turned away!” LIVING and “would not
welcome or receive or accept Him.” AMPLIFIED

About a year and a half earlier,
people from the city of Samaria had

asked Jesus to stay with them, and He
did for two whole days. Those people
knew Jesus was on His way to
somewhere else in Galilee, north of the
section of Samaria. But in our text, this
unnamed village of Samaria was not
inclined to take advantage of the Person
of Jesus of Nazareth. They were rather
clinging to the prejudice that existed
between the Samaritan’s and the Jews
– much like the sectarianism that exists
in modern-day Christendom. 

BECAUSE HE WOULD GO TO
JERUSALEM

“ . . . because His face was as

though He would go to Jerusalem.”

If Jesus would had made them the
people of priority at that time, they
might have received Him. But He was
obviously headed for Jerusalem, a place
of worship that differed from theirs
(John 4:20). Therefore, they refused
Him, rather than experience His
influence among them.

There are still people who want
nothing to do with Jesus because He is
concentrating on someone else. They
do not realize that many people are
blessed by being in His presence.

   WILT THOU THAT WE COMMAND FIRE?   

“ 54 And when His disciples James
and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt
Thou that we command fire to come

down from heaven, and consume them,
even as Elias did?”

WHEN JAMES AND JOHN SAW THIS
“And when His disciples James

and John saw this . . .”
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Other versions read, “seeing it,”
DARBY “had seen this,” DOUAY “got the
picture of what was going on,”
MIT”When word came back of what had
happened.” LIVING “and knowing,” ABP

“observed this rejection,” ISV “learned of
it,” MESSAGE “observed this” AMPLIFIED 

The words “saw this” may seem
to suggest that James and John were
themselves sent to the village in
question, and when they received this
negative response, they said these
words to the Lord Jesus. The difficulty
is that Jesus sent them ahead of
Himself, and did not accompany them.
That leaves us with at least the
following possibilities.

- James and John did go, receive this
response, and return to tell Jesus
and ask the question that follows.

- James and John did go, received
this answer, and reported it when
Jesus arrived there later.

- James and John were not the ones
that were sent, and when those who
were sent returned, and James and
John heard it, they responded as
here reported.

Although there is no reason to be
dogmatic on this, I am inclined to the
view that James and John were sent,
and the Lord was asked the following
when He had arrived there. To me, their
question seems to assume that they
were all there at the same time.

WILT THOU THAT WE COMMAND
FIRE

“ . . . they said, Lord, wilt Thou
that we command fire to come down
from heaven, and consume them . . .”

First, do not miss the persuasion
of these men. They knew if Jesus
required them to command fire to come
down from heaven, they could do it –
and were fully prepared to do so. Where
that kind of persuasion is absent, a lot
of time has not been spent with Jesus.
Also, they had already experienced
being empowered by Jesus to heal the
sick, cleanse the lepers, cast out
demons, and raise the dead (Matt 10:8).
They knew His word was enabling, and
had proven it in the field of labor.

Another observation: Those who
remain with Jesus will eventually be
given something to do – something that
will require Divine power and

authorization.

EVEN AS ELIJAH DID
“ . . . even as Elias did?”

The incident to which James and
John referred is recorded in 2 Kings
1:10-14 – 250 English words. There
are 593,493 English words from
Genesis to Malachi. Those 250 words
are a four thousandth of one percent of
the total text from Genesis thru
Malachi. Yet, these disciples were
acquainted with that text. While this
can certainly be over-emphasized, it
does confirm that these men had a
working knowledge of their Scriptures.
This is quite unlike professing Christians
throughout the world of our time who
know a staggering small amount of
what is written in the Scriptures. 

Simply put, the approach to life in
Christ that is common does not place a
high value on the Scriptures
themselves. A form of religion has been
developed that has led people to
imagine man does not really “live by
every word of God” (Lk 4:4). This
deficiency is far more serious than
many have been led to believe.

   HE REBUKED THEM   

“ 55 But He turned, and rebuked
them, and said, Ye know not what
manner of spirit ye are of.”

HE TURNED AND REBUKED THEM
“But He turned, and rebuked them...”

Other versions read, “But turning
round he said sharp words to them,” BBE

“spoke sternly to them,” CEB “reproved
them,” ETH “corrected them,” GWN

“commanded them not to do it,” NIRV

“reprimanded them,” IE “gave reproach to
them,” ABP “corrected them,” CEV  “rebuked
and severely censured them.” AMPLIFIED

It is obvious that this was not a
casual reply. James and John had
crossed the line of Kingdom propriety.

They had suggested something that
clashed with what Jesus came to do. It
was not something Jesus could simply
ignore or pass over. He would not break
them, but He will reprove them. He will
not crush them, but He will let them
know in no uncertain words that what
they had suggested was not acceptable.

If men do not want a Savior and
His representatives to speak in such a
manner when it is appropriate, they just
as well follow someone else.

FRANKNESS AND CANDOR
One of the traits of a self-centered

generation is being overly-sensitive.
However, Jesus will not cater to that
kind of sensitivity, because it is

basically carnal. Where there is
sensitivity because of the conviction of
s in, Jesus wi l l  a lways be
compassionate and gracious. 

Perhaps a few examples of Jesus’
responses will serve to illustrate this
point.

- WHEN MARY NOTIFIED JESUS THAT THE
WEDDING FEAST WAS OUT OF WINE:
“Woman, what have I to do with
thee? Mine hour is not yet come." 
(John 2:4).

- WHEN JESUS CALMED THE STORM AND
THE DISCIPLES WONDERED: “Where is
your faith” (Lk 8:25)
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- WHEN A MAN BROUGHT HIS POSSESSED
SON TO JESUS, AND HIS DISCIPLES
COULD NOT CAST THE SPIRIT OUT:
“Then Jesus answered and said, O
faithless and perverse generation,
how long shall I be with you? how
long shall I suffer you? bring him
hither to Me."  (Matt 17:17).

- WHEN PETER WAS SINKING: "O thou of
little faith, wherefore didst thou
doubt?"  (Matt 14:31).

- WHEN THE DISCIPLES THOUGHT JESUS
WAS REBUKING THEM BECAUSE THEY
HAD BROUGHT NO BREAD: "Why
reason ye, because ye have no
bread? perceive ye not yet, neither
understand? have ye your heart yet
hardened?"  (Mark 8:17).

- TO A NOBLEMAN WHO SOUGHT FOR
JESUS TO HEAL HIS SON: "Except ye
see signs and wonders, ye will not
believe."  (John 4:48)

- A SYROPHENICIAN WOMAN SEEKING FOR
JESUS TO HEAL HER SON. "It is not
meet to take the children's bread,
and cast it to dogs."  (Matt 15:26)

The point, of course, is not that
Jesus condones rudeness. Rather, it is
that He will not allow a person to ignore
their unbelief, continue in a wrong way
of thinking, or assume they are
deserving of help. Christ’s frank words
never turned any honest and earnest
person away. When he rebuked James
and John, they did not leave Him – in
fact, they did not even question Him.
That is because they believed in Him.

YE KNOW NOT
“ . . . and said, Ye know not . . .”

In the Kingdom of God, not
knowing what has been revealed is
always a serious matter. Ignorance, as
is declared elsewhere, can alienate a
person from God (Eph 4:18).  There are
some areas in which we simply are not
to be ignorant, or unlearned.

- GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS. "For they
be ing ignorant  of  God's
righteousness, and going about to
establish their own righteousness,

have not submitted themselves unto
the righteousness of God."  (Rom
10:3)

- THE STATUS OF ISRAEL. "For I would
not, brethren, that ye should be
ignorant of this mystery, lest ye
should be wise in your own
conceits; that blindness in part is
happened to Israel, until the fulness
of the Gentiles be come in."  (Rom
11:25)

- THE OBTUSENESS OF ISRAEL.
"Moreover, brethren, I would not
that ye should be ignorant, how that
all our fathers were under the cloud,
and all passed through the sea."  (1
Cor 10:1)

- SPIRITUAL GIFTS. "Now concerning
spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not
have you ignorant."  (1 Cor 12:1)

- THE DEVICES OF SATAN. "Lest
Satan should get an advantage of
us: for we are not ignorant of his
devices."  (2 Cor 2:11)

- THE RESURRECTION. "But I would
not have you to be ignorant,
brethren, concerning them which are
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as
others which have no hope."  (1 Th
4:13)

- THE DIVINE RECKONING OF TIME.
"But, beloved, be not ignorant of
this one thing, that one day is with
the Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day."  (2 Pet
3:8)

- THE DAY OF THE LORD. "But,
beloved, be not ignorant of this one
thing, that one day is with the Lord
as a thousand years, and a thousand
years as one day. "The Lord is not
slack concerning his promise, as
some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing
that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance. But the
day of the Lord will come as a thief
in the night; in the which the
heavens shall pass away with a
great noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat, the earth
also and the works that are therein

shall be burned up." (2 Pet 3:8-10)

Make War On Unnecessary Ignorance
By “unnecessary ignorance,” I

mean being unlearned, unintelligent,
uninformed, and unacquainted in areas
where God has illuminated, or revealed
through inspired men, needed
information. If God has spoken, it is
incumbent upon men to hear. If God
has revealed, it is necessary for men to
perceive. If God has made a matter
known, it is essential that men have
knowledge of that matter. If God has
unveiled a subject, it is required that
men see or comprehend it.

Candidly, there is too much
ignorance of revealed matters within
the modern church – and that is from
the leaders down. Spiritually informed
and knowledgeable “Christians” are
becoming exceedingly rare. Further,
that condition exists among a deluge of
“Christian” books, conferences,
workshops, educational institutions, and
men with extensive scholastic training.

If Jesus could say to those men
who were constantly with Him during
His earthly ministry, “Ye know not,“
what do you suppose He is saying to
this generation?

WHAT MANNER OF SPIRIT
 “...what manner of spirit ye are of.”

Other versions read, “kind of
spirit,” NASB “of what spirit,” YLT what
kind of spirit you share,” MONTGOMERY “of
what sort of spirit,”EMTV/AMPLIFIED

This expression is altogether omitted
in the following versions: NIV,NRSV,RSV,ASV,

BBE,CEB,CJB,CSB,ERV,ESV,GWN, LEW,MIT,NAB,NET,NIB,

NIRV,NLT,NOY,ROT,LIVING, WEYMOUTH,ISV,WILLIAMS,

CEV,GNB,GOODSPEED,GW,ISV,LEB,MESSAGE.

Although this does not make the
statement true, it is interesting to
observe that such commentators as
John Gill, Pulpit Commentary, Albert
Barnes, Adam Clarke, Matthew Henry,
John Calvin, John Wesley, and others
assume the accuracy of the text. I am
considering it as valid, and essential to
the proper understanding of the words
that follow.
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There is a certain “spirit” that
characterizes those identified with
Jesus. It is the same Spirit He
possessed, except that it is in measure,
as compared with the fulness
possessed by Jesus Himself(John

3:34). It ought to be observed that a
lesser measure does not allow for a
contradiction or variance with the Lord
Jesus. This is why Jesus did partake of
our nature (Heb 2:18). Therefore,  our
essential unity with Him consists of us

becoming like Him (Heb 3:14). Where
that likeness is totally absent, the
person has not been “joined to the
Lord” (1 Cor 6:17). There is a very real
unity with the Lord Jesus Christ.

   NOT TO DESTROY MEN’S LIVES   

“ 56 For the Son of Man is not
come to destroy men's lives, but to
save them. And they went to another
village.”

NOT TO DESTROY, BUT TO SAVE
“For the Son of Man is not come

to destroy men's lives . . .”

Jesus came to earth on a mission: 
to “do the will” of Him that sent Him.
Therefore He said publicly:

- "Jesus saith unto them, My meat is
to do the will of Him that sent Me,
and to finish His work."  (John 4:34)

- "I can of Mine own self do nothing:
as I hear, I judge: and My judgment
is just; because I seek not Mine own
will, but the will of the Father which
hath sent Me."  (John 5:30)

- "For I came down from heaven, not
to do Mine own will, but the will of
Him that sent Me."  (John 6:38). 

- He came to fulfill the will of which
the Prophet David spoke: “Sacrifice
and offering thou didst not desire;
mine ears hast thou opened: burnt
offering and sin offering hast thou
not required. Then said I, Lo, I come:
in the volume of the book it is
written of me, I  delight to do thy
will, O my God: yea, thy law is
within my heart" (Psa 40:6-8). This
Psalm is specifically related to Christ,
as stated in Hebrews 10:4-10). Until
that time, sin had not been dealt with
effectively – even after thousands
and thousands of offerings had been
shed.

From individuals to an entire world,

sin was people were judged because of
sin.

- Individuals: Adam/Eve, Cain [Gen
4:11]; Aaron’s sons [Lev 10:1-2].

- Families: Achan’s family [Josh 7:1-
26], Gehazi’s family [2 Kgs 5:27],
Canaan’s family [Gen 9:25]. 

- Cities: Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah,
Zeboam [Deut 29:23], Jericho [Josh
6:21,24], Ai [Josh 10:1], Jerusalem
[Lk 19:44]. 

- Nations: Egypt [Ex 7-12], Amorites,
Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites,
Hivites, Jebusites [Ex 23:23],
Ammonites and Moabites [Deut
23:3]. 

- The entire world (entire population in
Noah’s day, saving for eight souls)
[Gen 6-9].

All of these had been judged
because of their sin, and there was
much destruction. Angels were sent to
destroy (Gen 19; Ex 33:2; Josh 5:13-
14), but Jesus Christ was not! To be
sure, there was reason enough for more
destruction to take place, and
eventually, Jesus will come to destroy
(2 Thess 1:7-9). But that is not the
mission on which Jesus of Nazareth
was sent.

BUT TO SAVE THEM
“ . . . but to save them.” 

Other version read, “but to make
[them] to live,” MGI “but to quicken
[them],” MRD “but to save,” YLT “but to
preserve,” ABP and “but to save them [from
the penalty of eternal death].” AMPLIFIED

This expression is omitted in the
following versions: NIV,NRSV,RSV,ASV,BBE,CEB,

CJB,CSB,DARBY,ERV, ESV,GWN,LEW,MIT,NAB,NET,NIB,

NIRV,NJB,NLT,NOY,ROT,LIVING,IE,ISV,WILLIAMS,

MONTGOMERY (who adds, (These words in brackets
are found in some of the ancient manuscripts”),
CEV,GNB,GOODSPEED,LEB, and MESSAGE

“To save them” means to provide
the means through which they would
be saved – namely His death, burial,
and resurrection. He was on a mission
to spare the human race. From a
practical point of view, this narrowed
down to individuals – even individuals
like the Pharisees and Sadducees. That
is why He never retaliated against those
who opposed Him by destroying them,
or causing them to die. Even the most
stern of His rebukes, if received, could
eventuate in the salvation of those who
heard them.

As we interface with people –
even those who are fierce opponents, it
is good remember these words of
Jesus: "He hath sent me . . . To preach
the acceptable year of the Lord." (Luke
4:19).

THEY WENT TO ANOTHER VILLAGE
“And they went to another

village.”

Other versions read, “they went
on to another village,” NASB “they went
to another town,” TNT “to a different
village.” WILLIAMS 

Thus, that unnamed Samaritan
village missed an opportunity to
minister to the Son of God, and
possibly have Him work and teach
among them for a short time. You may
remember that in the parable of the
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talents, the Distributor said of the man
who was unfaithful with his single
talent, "Take therefore the talent from
him, and give it unto him which hath
ten talents" (Matt 25:28). So, in this
instance, the opportunity to be visited

by the Son of God was given to another
village. 

I have often pondered how often
this has taken place in our area and
country. How many people have been

given an extraordinary opportunity
because others refused to receive it,
and be appropriately blessed. We have
no way of knowing now, but this will
be revealed in the day of the Lord.

   A CERTAIN MAN SAID UNTO HIM   

“ 57 And it came to pass, that, as
they went in the way, a certain man
said unto Him, Lord, I will follow Thee
whithersoever Thou goest. 58 And Jesus
said unto him, Foxes have holes, and
birds of the air have nests; but the Son
of Man hath not where to lay His
head.”

AS THEY WENT IN THE WAY
“And it came to pass, that, as

they went in the way . . .”

Not being received in that village,
the Lord and those with Him continued
their journey to the next village. A
number of people are traveling with
Jesus, desiring to hear His words and
be near to Him. Most every place Jesus
went, there were some who were
interested in what He had to say. He
was that unique. Those who attempt to
make Him common are not doing well.

A CERTAIN MAN SAID UNTO HIM
“ . . . a certain man said unto Him,

Lord, I will follow Thee whithersoever
Thou goest . . .”

Perhaps this man had witnessed
how the Lord was rejected by that
certain village. He speaks up,
endeavoring to confirm that he would
not react in such a way.

Other versions read, “Lord, I will
follow You wherever You go,” NKJV “I
will come after You,” BBE “I will follow
Thee to the place whither Thou goest,
my Lord,” ETH “I will follow You no
matter where you go,” NIRV “I will always
follow You no matter where You go,”
LIVING “I'll go anywhere with You!” CEV

and “I will follow You everywhere You
may go, Lord.” LITV 

Is Jesus simply looking for
recruits? If so, He will surely be glad to
hear from this volunteer. I do not doubt
the sincerity of the man, but he did not
have all of the information required to
follow Jesus – not yet, at any rate. I
will assume the man’s motives were all
right, even though it seems hat Jesus’
answer suggests otherwise.

AND JESUS SAID UNTO HIM
“ . . . And Jesus said unto him,

Foxes have holes, and birds of the air
have nests . . .”

Unlike many of the televangelists
of our day, Jesus did not have a house
everywhere He went. In fact, He even
suggests He did not have a particular
location He could call “home.”  “Foxes
have holes, and birds of the air have
nests.” Other versions read, “Foxes
have dens and the birds in the sky have
nests,” CEB “Foxes have holes and a bird
of heaven a shelter,” MGI and “Foxes
have lurking holes and the birds of the
air have roosts and nests.” AMPLIFIED

In nature, mobile wildlife, that
travel great distances,  have a base – a
home to which they may go. But this
was not the case with Jesus.

“ . . . but the Son of Man hath not
where to lay His head.” Other versions
read, “nowhere to lay His head,” NKJV “no
place to lay His head,” NIV “has no home of
His own,” CJB “has nowhere to sleep,” GWN

“hath not where, His head, He may
recline,” ROT  “I, the Messiah, have no
earthly home at all,” LIVING “doesn't have a
place to call His own.” CEV 

Again, this statement contradicts
the representation of the “health and

wealth” people. Jesus did not say He
had no place to lay His head in that
vicinity, but that He had no place at all
– no place He could call His own.

That being the case, the would-be
follower of Jesus should not expect
conveniences and ease while following
Him. This would not be an opportunity
to develop a career. Admittedly, this
would not be attractive to would-be
recruits, but that is still the way it was.

Whatever complications hat may
introduce for some, they are all
unwarranted. Following Jesus is to be
considered, when needed, as not having
some things others have. In other
words, it becomes an all-consuming
passion.

Now, for those who have a
propensity to draw up rules and
regulations, this reality is not intended
to grant such a license. Rather, it is
intended to inform all that following
Jesus puts men in His service above all
other things. He is a gracious Lord, and
will not allow His servants to be
without essential matters, or to live in
impoverishment and squalor. One of the
most godly men in the history of the
world said, "I have been young, and
now am old; yet have I not seen the
righteous forsaken, nor His seed
begging bread" (Psa 37:25). The
apostle to the Gentiles wrote, “And God
is able to make all grace abound toward
you; that ye, always having all
sufficiency in all things, may abound to
every good work" (2 Cor 9:8). That
requires trust on our part. It does cost
something to follow Jesus – but the
cost is always identified as something
that is expendable.
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   HE SAID TO ANOTHER   

“ 59 And He said unto another,
Follow Me. But he said, Lord, suffer me
first to go and bury my father.”

HE SAID UNTO ANOTHER
“And He said unto another, Follow

Me . . .”

Now, the Lord goes on the
initiative. He says to “another”person
what He had previously said to Peter
and his brother Andrew (Matt 4:18-19), 
Matthew (Matt 9:9), and Philip (John
1:43). We assume He used the same
words when calling James and John
(Matt 4:21). After His resurrection,
Jesus also said to Peter again, “Follow
Me” (John 21:19). He also said these
words to a rich young man, who chose
his riches over Jesus (Matt 19:21-22).

Jesus also taught His disciples, “If
any man will come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross,
and follow Me"  (Matt 16:24). He also
said, “My sheep hear My voice, and I
know them, and they follow Me" (John
10:27). Additionally He said, "If any
man serve Me, let him follow Me" (John
12:26).

To be accepted by Jesus, this is
an unwavering requisite: “FOLLOW
ME!” This is something that will
continue in eternity: “And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto Myself;
that where I am, there ye may be also" 
(John 14:3).

In our day, it appears that enough
is not being said about this requirement.

BUT HE SAID
 “ . . . But he said, Lord, suffer me

first to go and bury my father.”

Other versions read, “Permit me
first to go and bury my father,"NASB “let
me first go and give the last honors to
my father,” BBE “let me go away and
bury my father,” CJB “permit me first to
go back (waiting) until I have conducted
my father's funeral,” MIT “the man
agreed--but wanted to wait until his
father's death,” LIVING “I have to make
arrangements for my father's funeral,”
MESSAGE and “Lord, permit me first to go
and bury (await the death of) my
father.” AMPLIFIED

The Case of Elisha
This may appear to be the same

kind of request Elisha made when called
by Elijah: "And he left the oxen, and ran
after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray
thee, kiss my father and my mother,
and then I will follow thee. And he said
unto him, Go back again: for what have
I done to thee?"  (1 Kgs 19:20).

Elisha’s case is not the same as
that of our text. In our text, the father
was dead. In Elisha’s case, his father
and mother were alive. The young man
of our text wanted leave to handle
burial arrangements. Elisha was bidding
farewell to his parents, and he
discerned he was being called of God.

God had directed Elijah to anoint
Elisha to take his place (1 Kgs 19:16). 
It was a permanent office, and nothing
about the call required that he not bid
his living father and mother farewell.
When Elijah had found Elisha, he threw
his mantel on him, and Elisha
immediately left his oxen, running after
Elijah, and making the request to bid
farewell to his father and mother. His
commitment was evident, whereas the
young man of our text no longer had
responsible ties with his father.

A remark by Chrysostom
Chrysostom lived from 306-407

A.D. and is considered a strong
advocate of the truth. He wrote of the
young man of our text something
worthy of consideration:

“He might need, if he went to the
funeral, to proceed, after the burial, to
make inquiry about the will, and then about
the distribution of the inheritance, and all
the other things that followed thereupon;
and thus waves after waves of things
coming in upon him in succession might bear
him very far away from the harbor of truth.
For this cause, doubtless, the Savior draws
him, and fastens him to himself.” CHRYSOSTOM

The answer of Jesus will suffice
to confirm the motives of this young
man were not admirable. Jesus will
teach us concerning true sacrifice.
Following Jesus is a serious
undertaking. It cannot be done leisurely
or on a part-time basis.

  LET THE DEAD BURY THEIR DEAD   

“ 60 Jesus said unto him, Let the
dead bury their dead: but go thou and
preach the kingdom of God.”

The answer of Jesus confirms that
the father of this young man was
already dead. He requested time to
return and bury him.

THE DEAD AND THEIR DEAD
“Jesus said unto him, Let the dead

bury their dead . . .”

Other versions read, “Let the dead
bury their own dead,” NKJV “Allow the
dead to bury their own dead,” NASB

“Leave the dead to bury their own

dead,” RSV “Let the dead take care of
their dead,” BBE “Let the spiritually dead
bury their own dead!” NLT “Let those
without eternal life concern themselves
with things like that,” LIVING and “First
things first. Your business is life, not
death. And life is urgent.” MESSAGE 
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This is not a pronouncement
against burying the dead. It is rather a
clear statement concerning the priority
of a Divine calling. The first man
volunteered to follow Jesus. The Lord
called this man to follow Him. The Lord
may call a person to Himself at, what
some might consider to be, an
inopportune time. There may be an
inclination for the individual to ask the
Lord to permit him to finish some lesser
duties. It all may seem innocent
enough, but what the Lord states in this
matter removes all doubt about what a
person should do when called of the
Lord. This is a highly personal matter,
but men are held accountable for giving
the priority to their allegiance to the
Lord.

Compare this young man’s
response to that of Andrew and Peter
(Matt 4:18-19), James and John (Matt
4:21-22), Matthew (Matt 9:9), and

Philip (John 1:43-51). Although they
were doing something at ths time, they
left all and followed Jesus.

PREACH THE KINGDOM OF GOD
“ . . . but go thou and preach the

kingdom of God.”

Other versions read, “go and
proclaim everywhere the kingdom of
God,” NASB “publish abroad the kingdom
of God,” ASV “give news of the kingdom
of God,” BBE “go and spread the news of
God's kingdom,” CEB “go and announce
the kingdom of God,” DARBY “publish the
reign of God,” YLT “preach the coming of
the Kingdom of God to all the world,”
LIVING and“but as for you, go and publish
abroad throughout all regions the
kingdom of God.” AMPLIFIED

In our day, this kind of
commission would not be understood,
and would gender all kinds of

confusion. To preach, or proclaim, the
kingdom of God is to announce His rule,
particularly as it is revealed in His great
salvation. In Christ, what has hindered
men from living righteously is
overcome. The adversary is declared to
have been decimated by Jesus’ death
(Heb 2:14). Principalities and powers
have been spoiled, or plundered (Col
2:15), and a new and living way has
been opened up (Heb 12:22). 

During Jesus day, preaching the
Kingdom of God was announcing the
commencement of the day of salvation
was about to be witnessed. Jesus came
to destroy the adversary, and clear the
path to God. 

Preaching the Kingdom of God is
declaring what God is doing, not what
men ought to be doing. It is what God
is doing that compels men to do what
they ought to be doing.

   I WILL FOLLOW THEE   

“ 61 And another also said, Lord, I
will follow Thee; but let me first go bid
them farewell, which are at home at my
house.”

The presence of texts like this are
designed to teach us what is really
involved in following Jesus. At no point
are people allowed to consider Jesus
secondary, or permit other people and
things to allow for a delay in following
Him. Again, this is intensely personal,
but that is precisely what makes it so
critical.

ANOTHER SAID ALSO
“And another also said, Lord, I will

follow Thee . . .”

There was something compelling
about the presence of the Lord. It often
provoked responses that were not well
thought out, being driven more by
emotion than by insight. It is generally,
and perhaps consistently, true that
those who are moved by their emotions
will find themselves lacking in deep

commitment –which Jesus requires.
That is precisely why, in preaching,
appealing to raw emotion is not right. I
am persuaded that much backsliding
and departure from the faith is owing to
this kind of initial emotional
commitment. Of course, only Jesus
knows the intent of the heart, and what
really has moved the individual to
volunteer to follow Jesus. That is why
the Spirit provides us with the response
of our Lord to this volunteer.

BUT . . . 
“ . . . but let me first go bid them

farewell, which are at home at my
house.”

Note that there is a condition to this
man following Jesus. It does not sound
all that wrong on the surface. After all,
this is quite similar to the initial
response of Elisha to the prophet
casting his mantel upon him – which
was a kind of calling. “Let me, I pray
thee, kiss my father and my mother,
and then I will follow thee.” Other

versions read, “Let me kiss my father
and mother goodbye.” NIV

To this point, Elijah had said
nothing to elisha. He had only cast his
mantel upon him. In our text, Jesus had
laid down some of the requirements of
following Him (Lk 9:23). He had also
been bidding people to follow Him (Lk
9:59). Elijah had done nothing like this
to Elisha. Elijah said, “And he said unto
him, Go back again: for what have I
done to thee?"  (1 Kgs 19:20). Elijah
does not ask “What have I said to
thee?” but “What have I done to thee?”
He had not prohibited him from doing
anything, but only did something that
required understanding – and Elisha got
the point. He was ready to sever his
associations with his father and mother,
and asked for permission to kiss them
goodbye.

The scenario with the man of our
text is quite different. Jesus has
discerned the thoughts and intents of
his heart, and sees that he is
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advocating a delayed response. Perhaps
he wanted to discuss the matter with
his father and mother. The text does
not say so, but the answer of Jesus
strongly suggests some mitigation was
in his reply.

Whatever was intended by bidding

farewell to those “who are at home at
my house,” it was not good.

Notice, the first man spoke of
bidding farewell to his father and
mother – he was a subordinate. This
man, however, appears to have had his
own home – “my house.” The word

“my,” or “mine,” is in the original text.
This was his residence. This seems to
imply his return involved more than
saying goodbye, probably including
setting some things in order, making
what he perceived to be, some
necessary arrangements. Whatever the
cause, we must listen to Jesus

   NOT BEING FIT FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD   

“ 62 And Jesus said unto him, No
man, having put his hand to the plow,
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom
of God."

NO MAN
“And Jesus said unto him, No

man...”

The expression “no man” indicates
there is no exception to this statement.
This will announce a universal and fixed
requirement.

These words “no man” occur
ninety-five times from Genesis through
Revelation, and one hundred and forty-
three times from Matthew through
Revelation. They indicate that Divine
requirements are not tailored for the
individual. 

HAVING PUT HIS HAVE TO THE PLOW
“ . . . having put his hand to the

plow . . .”

Other versions read, “after putting
his hand to the plow,” NASB “Whoever
starts to plow,” GWN,“ MIT “Suppose you
start to plow,” NIRV “Once the hand is
laid on the plough,” NJB and “If anyone
begins to plow a field.” IE 

This is a most sober word – one,
I fear, that many have never heard.
Putting one’s hand to the plow is
beginning to serve Jesus – starting to
labor in His vineyard. From the
standpoint of the individual, it has been
preceded by a choice – a determination. 
From heaven’s point of view it has been
preceded by the convicting ministry of
the Holy Spirit (John 16:8-10), being

granted repentance (Acts 5:31), and
being given to believe (Phil 1:29). The
person’s sins have been remitted, and
he has received the gift of the Holy
Spirit (Acts 2:38). The person has had
a legitimate beginning, has been
positioned in the body where it has
pleased God (1 Cor 12:18), with his
hand on the plow.

This is not an experiment, and is
not so regarded in heaven.

AND LOOKING BACK
“ . . . and looking back . . .”

Other versions read, “looks
back,” NIV “keeps looking back,” CJB

“looking behind him,” ETH “ looks to
what was left behind,” NAB “ lets himself
be distracted from the work,” LIVING and
“looks back [to the things behind].”
AMPLIFIED

Men may make allowance for
looking back, as compared with
“forgetting those things which are
behind” (Phil 3:13) – but Jesus will
not. This is the King speaking. It is the
One and only Potentate who is bringing
us to God (1 Pet 3:18), and to glory
(Heb 2:10). What does He say about
the person who looks back, instead of
forgetting what is behind?

IS FIT FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD
“ . . . is fit for the kingdom of

God." 

Such a one, other versions read,
“is fit for service in the kingdom of
God,” NIV “is good enough for the
kingdom of God,” BBE “is fit to serve in

the Kingdom of God,” CJB “is apt to the
kingdom of God,” GENEVA “is useful for
the kingdom of God,” MGI and “is
suitable to serve in the kingdom of
God.” MIT 

The word “fit” is translated from a
word that has the following lexical
meaning: “a fit; useful,” THAYER

“suitable,” FRIBERG “pertaining to being
fitting or appropriate,” LOUW-NIDA “ready
for use.” LIDDELL-SCOTT 

In other words, there is no place in
the kingdom of God where such a
person can fit, or be functional. There is
no work or labor that is tailored for this
kind of person. They are literally a
misfit. There may be room for them in
the institutional church, but there is no
room for them in the kingdom of God.
No spiritual gifts are given to them. No
stewardship is dispensed to them. 

Admittedly, that is a difficult
saying for some to receive, and it
contradicts a significant amount of
stereotyped theology. But this is what
the Head of the church has said, and He
will be fully justified for saying it (Rom
3:4). A person who looks back, as
Jesus used the expression, has
disqualified himself. Looking back
involves placing one’s focus on what
God has delivered from.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD
A few words concerning the

Kingdom of God will confirm the
importance of what Jesus has said. In
Scripture, the phrase “the kingdom of
God” is never mentioned until Matt
6:33, where Jesus admonished men to
seek it “first.” Matthew refers to this
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kingdom as “the kingdom of heaven,”
doing so thirty-to times. No other
Scriptural writer uses this expression.
Every time this kingdom of mentioned,
it is dealing with something weighty,
essential, and by no means to be
despised. The following references will
confirm this to your heart. Here is
something with which to be acquainted.

- It is to be sought first (Matt 6:33; Lk
12:31).

- In Jesus, this kingdom came to men
(Matt 12:28).

- A rich man has difficulty entering
this kingdom (Matt 19:23-24; Mk
10:23-25; Lk 18:24-25).

- Because of the awareness of what
they were, publicans and harlots can
enter this kingdom (Matt 21:31).

- Jesus said the the kingdom of God
would be taken from Israel and given
to another nation (Matt 21:43).

- Jesus preached “the gospel of the
kingdom of God” (Mk 1:14).

- Jesus preached that the kingdom of
God was at hand, and that men
ought to repent (Mk 1:15).

- God gives people to know the
mystery of the kingdom of God (Mk
4:11; Lk 8:10).

- Jesus spoke parables about the
kingdom of God (Mk 4:26,30; Lk
13:18,20; Matt 13:24,33,34,44-
47;Matt 18:23; 20:1-16; 22:2-14;
25:1-14).

- Jesus said that some in that
generation would see the kingdom of
God come with power (Mk 9:1).

- Jesus said it was better to enter the
kingdom of God with one eye, than
go to hell with two (Mk 9:47).

- Jesus said little children were
examples of how the kingdom is to
be received (Mk 10:14-24-25;Lk
18:16-17; Matt 19:14).

- Jesus told one man, “Thou art not
far from the kingdom of God (Mk
12:34).

- On the night of His betray Jesus
said, "Verily I say unto you, I will
drink no more of the fruit of the
vine, until that day that I drink it
new in the kingdom of God" (Mark
14:25; Lk 22:16,18).

- Joseph of Arimathaea was waiting
for the kingdom of God (Mk 15:43).

- Jesus said “I must preach the

kingdom of God” (Lk 4:43).
- Jesus said to His disciples, "Blessed

be ye poor: for yours is the kingdom
of God."  (Luke 6:20)

- Jesus said the person who was least
in the kingdom of God was greater
than John the Baptist (Lk 7:28; Matt
11;11).

- Jesus went throughout every cit and
village “peaching and showing the
glad tidings of the kingdom of God"
(Luke 8:1).

- Jesus sent out the twelve “to preach
the kingdom of God” (Lk 9:2; Matt
10:7).

- When people followed Jesus, He
received them, and spake unto them
of the kingdom of God." (Luke 9:11)

- Jesus said of some to whom He
spoke, "But I tell you of a truth,
there be some standing here, which
shall not taste of death, till they see
the kingdom of God"  (Luke 9:27)

- He told would-be disciples, “preach
the kingdom of God” (Lk 9:60).

- Jesus said, “No man, having put his
hand to the plow, and looking back,
is fit for the kingdom of God."  (Luke
9:62)

- Jesus sent out seventy disciples,
telling them to heal the sick that are
therein, and say unto them, The
kingdom of God is come nigh unto
you."  (Luke 10:9-11).

- Jesus said, "But if I with the finger
of God cast out devils, no doubt the
kingdom of God is come upon you." 
(Luke 11:20)

- Jesus said to those rejecting Him,
"There shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and
all the prophets, in the kingdom of
God, and you yourselves thrust out." 
(Luke 13:28). He added, "And they
shall come from the east, and from
the west, and from the north, and
from the south, and shall sit down in
the kingdom of God."  (Luke 13:29)

- Jesus said, "The law and the
prophets were until John: since that
time the kingdom of God is
preached, and every man presseth
into it."  (Luke 16:16)

- Jesus said, "And when he was
demanded of the Pharisees, when
the kingdom of God should come, he
answered them and said, The

kingdom of God cometh not with
observation: Neither shall they say,
Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the
kingdom of God is within you." 
(Luke 17:20-21)

- Jesus said, "So likewise ye, when
ye see these things come to pass,
know ye that the kingdom of God is
nigh at hand."  (Luke 21:31)

- Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
(John 3:3)

- Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God." (John
3:5)

- Before He ascended into heaven
Jesus "showed himself alive after
his passion by many infallible proofs,
being seen of them forty days, and
speaking of the things pertaining to
the kingdom of God."  (Acts 1:3)

- Philip preached in Samaria "the
things concerning the kingdom of
God, and the name of Jesus Christ." 
(Acts 8:12).

- Paul and Barnabas exhorted the
disciples admonishing them “to
continue in the faith, and that we
must through much tribulation enter
into the kingdom of God."  (Acts
14:22).

- Paul spoke bold in the synagogue of
Ephesus, "for the space of three
months, disputing and persuading
the things concerning the kingdom
of God."  (Acts 19:8).

- Jesus said to the Ephesian elders,
"And now, behold, I know that ye
all, among whom I have gone
preaching the kingdom of God, shall
see my face no more."  (Acts 20:25)

- It is said of Paul’s tenure in Rome,
"he expounded and testified the
kingdom of God,"  (Acts 28:23); and
again, "Preaching the kingdom of
God, and teaching those things
which concern the Lord Jesus
Christ."  (Acts 28:31).

- Paul wrote, "For the kingdom of God
is not meat and drink; but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in
the Holy Ghost."  (Rom 14:17).

- Paul wrote, "For the kingdom of God
is not in word, but in power."  (1
Cor 4:20).
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Our next Hungry Saints Meeting will  be held on Friday, 3/18/16. In our next lesson, we will continue our series in the
Gospel of Luke. The THIRTY-FIFTH lesson will cover verses 1 thru 16 of chapter 10: “JESUS APPOINTS SEVENTY MORE
AND SEND THEM.” Jesus prepares to enter into an aggressive ministry. He appoints seventy additional proclaimers to
go before Him to all of the cities He was to visit. They were to prepare the way for Him. Our meeting will begin at 6:30
P.M. You are invited to bring your family and friends for fellowship around the Word of God. Refreshments are served
afterward, with a time of extended fellowship for everyone.

- Paul wrote that certain people shall
not :inherit the kingdom of God” (1
Cor 6:9-10; Gal 5:19-21).

- Paul wrote, "Now this I say,
brethren, that flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God" 
(1 Cor 15:50)

- Paul referred to his fellow laborers
as "my fellowworkers unto the
kingdom of God, which have been a
comfort unto me."  (Col 4:11).

- Paul wrote of being “counted worthy
of the kingdom of God, for which ye
also suffer:"  (2 Thess 1:5)

- John the Baptist came"saying,
Repent ye: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand."  (Matt 3:2)

- Jesus preached, "From that time
Jesus began to preach, and to say,
Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand."  (Matt 4:17)

- Jesus said, "Blessed are the poor in
spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven."  (Matt 5:3)

- Jesus said, "Blessed are they which
are persecuted for righteousness'
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven."  (Matt 5:10).

- Jesus said, "Whosoever therefore
shall break one of these least
commandments, and shall teach
men so, he shall be called the least
in the kingdom of heaven: but

whosoever shall do and teach them,
the same shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven."  (Matt 5:19)

- Jesus said, "For I say unto you, That
except your righteousness shall
exceed the righteousness of the
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no
case enter into the kingdom of
heaven."  (Matt 5:20)

- Jesus said, "Not every one that saith
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven."  (Matt 7:21).

- Jesus said, "And I say unto you,
That many shall come from the east
and west, and shall sit down with
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in
the kingdom of heaven. But the
children of the kingdom shall be cast
out into outer darkness: there shall
be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 
(Matt 8:11-12).

- Jesus said, "And from the days of
John the Baptist until now the
kingdom of heaven suffereth
violence, and the violent take it by
force."  (Matt 11:12)

- Jesus said, "He answered and said
unto them, Because it is given unto
you to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven, but to them it is
not given."  (Matt 13:11)

- Jesus said, "Then said he unto
them, Therefore every scribe which
is instructed unto the kingdom of
heaven is like unto a man that is an
householder, which bringeth forth
out of his treasure things new and
old."  (Matt 13:52).

- Jesus said to Peter, "And I will give
unto thee the keys of the kingdom
of heaven: and whatsoever thou
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt
loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven."  (Matt 16:19).

- Jesus said, "And said, Verily I say
unto you, Except ye be converted,
and become as little children, ye
shall not enter into the kingdom of
heaven."  (Matt 18:3-4).

- Jesus said to the scribes and
Pharisees, "But woe unto you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
for ye shut up the kingdom of
heaven against men: for ye neither
go in yourselves, neither suffer ye
them that are entering to go in." 
(Matt 23:13)

There are fifty-eight references to
the Kingdom of God – a kingdom over
which Jesus is presently presiding.
There is no justifiable reason for God’s
people to be ignorant of this Kingdom.
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